Prime Minister visits
Naval Headquarters

Leander Class Frigate
Ex PNS ZULFIQUAR

PNS ZULFIOUAR (Ex-HMS
APOLLO) was launched
on 15 October 1970 and
commissioned in Royal Navy
on 21 July 1972 at Devonport,
England. While in service
with Royal Navy, she took
active part in British Global
Naval Operations including
Falkland War in 1982.
PNS ZULFIQUAR was
commissioned in Pakistan
Navy on 15 October 1988
and arrived Karachi on 22
December 1988. The first
Commanding Officer was

Cdr Taimoor Sultan PN.
After joining PN Fleet,
ship
participated
in
various Fleet operations
and had the distinction
of participation in 1st Exercise
Naseem-al-Bahr which later
became regular fixture in
PN’s Calendar of Events.
While in service, the Ship
proceeded on various good
will cum training cruises vis a
vis flagship missions to Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, South East
Asian ports and South African
ports. Her last operational

deployment stretched over
13 days in February 2005 for
Exercise PASBAN-E-BAHR
and subsequent deployment
at Jinnah Naval Base. The
ship finally decommissioned
and laid off the books of
PN on 28 October 2006.
PNS ZULFIQUAR during
the tenure of active service,
clocked 49,840 hours at
sea,
covered
6,34,356
NMs of sea run and had 11
Commanding Officers in PN.

Courtesy: PN History Cell

NAVY
NEWS

Patron-in-Chief:

Cdre M Arshid Javed SI(M)

Chief Editor:

Cdr Zakir Hussain Khan TI(M) PN

NAVY NEWS

Nov/Dec 2017 Vol. 30 Issue. 10
ABC Certified - Reg # 16(1381)/15-ABC

Contents

Editor:

Cdr Abdul Jalil Adnan PN

Contributions by:

02

Prime Minister’s visit to
Naval Headquarters

Visit

Managing Editor:

04

CNS visits Coastal and Creek Areas

Visit

Creative & Designs

06

CNS witnessed Operational Readiness
at sea

Visit

07

9th Chairman JCSC Open Golf
Championship 2017

08

Commander Royal Navy of Oman visits
Naval Headquarters

Visit

09

First Sea Lord & Naval Chief Royal
Navy UK visits Pakistan

Visit

10

Change of Coastal and Fleet
Commands

Report

11

PWO/SWO/ND Survey Seminar

Report

12

PN has new Vice Chief of the Naval
Staff

Report

13

PN Promotions

Report

14

18th Convocation - Bahria University

Report

15

29th Convocation - PN Engineering
College

Report

18

The GHAZI that defied
the Indian Navy

Cdr Rashid Nazir Choudhary PN

Lt Cdr Adnan Safdar PN

Syed Razzaq Hamdani

Composing:
Majid Nawaz

Circulation:
Muhammad Safeer, Mehran Masood

Photographers:

Abdul Jabbar, Dilawar Khan,
Tanveer Ahmed, Babar Shahzad,
Syed Waqas Raza

Public Relations Directorate (Navy)
Naval Headquarters Islamabad

051-20062782
051-20062364
dprnavynews@gmail.com

Save Rs. 300
ON ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

Annual Rs. 1080
Six Months Rs. 600
Monthly Rs. 115

22

%

OFF

(Through Bank Drafts/Money Orders/Online
Transfer/Crossed Cheque*)
Drawn in favour of “ Navy News Fund” A/C No.
3057753722, NBP, Naval Complex Br, Isbd.

*Add Rs. 70/- in case of Crossed Cheque

Note:
The views and opinions expressed herein and
references if any, are those of the writers and
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the
policy outlook of Pakistan Navy or Editorial
board of Navy News. Navy News does not
claim responsibility for correctness of the
advertisements published here.

Report

An Article
By Mr Ghani Eirabie
Nov/Dec 2017 01

NAVY NEWS

VISITS

Prime Minister’s visit to NHQ
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi reposed
complete trust and confidence
in the professional capabilities
of Pakistan Navy with regard to
defence of the country’s maritime
frontiers during his visit to the
Naval Headquarters.
The Prime Minister said that he
fully realized the importance
of maritime sector, its great
economic potential and the fact
that Pakistan’s progress was
dependent on the development of
Maritime Sector. He further said
that it was most reassuring to learn
that our Navy was fully prepared
and geared up to safeguard our
maritime interests, defend our
Maritime frontiers and provide
security to Gwadar Port and CPEC.
“The Government would provide
full support and is committed to
realize the development plans of
Pakistan Navy to ensure that it

02 Nov/Dec 2017

NAVY NEWS

VISITS

remains a balanced and effective
force capable of meeting the future
challenges”, He added.
Earlier, detailed briefings were
given to the visiting dignitary on
“Maritime Security Challenges
to Pakistan and Development of
Maritime Sector” and “Requirement
of
Additional
Shipyards”.
Concerned senior officials from
relevant ministries also attended
the briefings. Prime Minister also
visited Command Operation Center
where he was briefed on ongoing
operational activities.
On arrival at Naval Headquarters,
the Prime Minister was received
by Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi

and was presented Guard of
Honour by a smartly turned
out contingent of the Pakistan
Navy. Later, he was introduced to

Principal Staff Officers serving at
Naval Headquarters.
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CNS visits Coastal

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi recently
visited Naval installations at
Coastal Areas including Turbat,
Gwadar and Jinnah Naval Base
Ormara and Pakistan Navy’s
forward posts in the Creeks
Area near Pak-India border to
review operational readiness of
deployed Pak Marines and port
security measures. These were
the premiere visits by Naval Chief
after assuming the Command of
Pakistan Navy.
During his visit of Coastal Area,
the Naval Chief was received by
Commander Pakistan Fleet, Rear
Admiral Mohammad Amjad Khan
Niazi upon arrival at Naval Air
Station Turbat. The Naval Chief
was given a detailed briefing
on operations of PNS SIDDIQ,
operational preparedness, prevailing
security
situation,
ongoing
developmental plans for socioeconomic uplift of local populace
and measures taken for Nation
Building.
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Chief of the Naval Staff expressed
satisfaction
over
operational
preparedness of Pakistan Navy
and envisioned that PNS SIDDIQ
Naval Air Base as a significant
milestone towards enhancing PN’s
operational capability, would lead
to commercial flying activities,
which would act as a catalyst
for economic development in
the hinterland of Balochistan.
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi
also highlighted that other civic
facilities including PN Model School
Turbat will enable local populace,
access to quality services at
their door step and set off a new
era of prosperity in the region in
consonance with Pakistan Navy’s
resolve of Nation Building efforts.
The Naval Chief also visited
Pakistan Navy units at Gwadar
and Ormara and was briefed
on various ongoing and future
Pakistan Navy projects & plans
as well as operational activities
and security aspects of Gwadar
Port particularly with respect to
Maritime Components of CPEC

Project.
While making an overall appraisal
of
the
prevalent
security
environment, Chief of the Naval
Staff expressed satisfaction over
operational
preparedness
of
Pakistan Navy in the presence of
prevalent Maritime challenges.
The Naval Chief while expressing
Pakistan Navy’s resolve to ensure
seaward defence of vital maritime
infrastructure and protection of
maritime interests of Pakistan
against all threats, reiterated that
Pakistan Navy would safeguard
maritime frontiers of Pakistan at
all costs.
Chief of The Naval Staff also
interacted with officers and men
deployed at Turbat, Gwadar and
Ormara. The Admiral applauded
their commitment and dedication
in safeguarding the maritime
frontiers of the country and
urged them to nurture and align
their character with the golden
principles of Islam and make
Islamic teachings as guiding lights

NAVY NEWS

VISITS

and Creek Areas

of their lives, in tandem with
strenuous pursuit of professional
excellence.
Upon arrival at Creeks Area,
Chief of the Naval Staff was
received by Commander Coast,
Rear Admiral Moazzam Ilyas.
Onsite operational briefings were
also given to the Naval Chief during
visit to forward posts along the

South Eastern border (Sir Creek
area).
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi
interacted with troops deployed at
the forward posts and appreciated
the morale and dedication of the
troops performing their duties in
harsh topographical conditions
of Creeks Area. While highlighting
the
importance
of
sacred

responsibility the nation had
entrusted upon them, the Naval
Chief emphasized the importance
of high moral values, physical
standards and rigorous training.
The
Naval
Chief
expressed
satisfaction over the operational
preparedness
and
combat
readiness of the troops.
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Chief of the Naval Staff witnessed

Operational

Readiness
at Sea

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Zafar
Mahmood
Abbasi
witnessed
an
impressive
operational demonstration by
combat units of Pakistan Navy
in the North Arabian Sea. The
Admiral was on his first visit to
the Naval Fleet Units deployed
at sea since assuming Command
of Pakistan Navy. Commander
Pakistan Fleet, Rear Admiral
Mohammad Amjad Khan Niazi
also accompanied him during the
visit. Various PN Ships and Aircraft
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participated in this impressive
operational demonstration.
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi
also interacted with the officers
and men onboard PN ships and
complemented them for their
commitment to defend the
motherland. The Admiral lauded
high operational readiness of
the fleet units and urged upon
the officers and men to remain
cognizant
of
the
changing
operational dictates to meet

present and future challenges
in the maritime domain. He
emphasized upon PN additional
responsibilities in light of CPEC
project and expressed PN’s resolve
to keep the maritime environment
safe for the sea farers.
Chief of the Naval Staff expressed
his complete satisfaction on the
operational readiness of PN Fleet
and commended the efforts put in
by all during his visit to Fleet Units
at Sea.
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9th Chairman JCSC Open Golf
Championship 2017 was held
at Margalla Greens Golf Club,
Islamabad from 5-8 November
2017. Afzal Ahmad of Margalla
Green Golf Club emerged as the
new champion whereas, Hamza
Ameen of Islamabad Golf Club
out-shined all participant golfers by
hitting hole-in-one.
General Zubair Mahmood Hayat,

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee was the Chief Guest of
closing ceremony and distributed
the prizes among winners of the
Championship.
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi and Chief
of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sohail
Aman were also present on the
occasion.

The tournament was open to
participants in professionals, senior
professionals, amateurs, ladies and
junior categories. The event attracted
more than 350 golfers across the
country in all categories.
The closing ceremony was attended
by a large number of Civil & Military
dignitaries and Golfers all over the
country.
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Commander Royal Navy of Oman
visits Naval Headquarters

Commander Royal Navy of
Oman, Rear Admiral Abdullah
Bin Khamis Bin Abdullah Al
Raisi visited Naval Headquarters
Islamabad and called on Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi.
Upon arrival at the Naval
Headquarters, Commander Royal
Navy of Oman was received by
Chief of the Naval Staff. A smartly
turned out contingent of Pakistan
Navy clad in ceremonial dress
presented him Guard of Honour.
The visiting dignitary was then
introduced to Principal Staff
Officers.
Later, Commander Royal Navy
of Oman called on Chief of the
Naval Staff in his office, where
discussions
on
professional
matters and bilateral naval
collaboration were held. Various
avenues of cooperation between
the two Navies were also focused.
The Naval Chief highlighted
Pakistan’s
commitment
and
performance in fight against
terrorism including participation
of Pakistan Navy in Coalition
Maritime Campaign Plan (CMCP)
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and Counter Piracy Operations.
Numerous tenures of Command
of Multinational Task Forces 150
and 151 by senior Pakistan Navy
Officers were also briefed to the
visiting dignitary.
A comprehensive brief on Regional
Maritime Environment & PN’s
Contribution in Regional Maritime
Security was also given to the
visiting delegation. Commander
Royal Navy of Oman highly
appreciated role and contributions
of Pakistan Navy in maintaining
peace and stability in the region.

This visit is expected to greatly
augment the bilateral cooperation
between both Navies.
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First Sea Lord & Naval Chief Royal
Navy UK visits Pakistan

First Sea Lord & Chief of the
Naval Staff Royal Navy UK,
Admiral Sir Philip Jones KCB ADC
was on an official visit to Pakistan
on the invitation of Chief of the
Naval Staff.
Upon arrival at Naval Headquarters,
the dignitary was received by
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi. A smartly
turned out contingent of Pakistan
Navy clad in ceremonial dress
presented him Guard of Honour.
The
visiting
dignitary
was
introduced to Principal Staff
Officers.
Admiral Sir Philip Jones KCB ADC,
called on Chief of the Naval Staff
in his office, where he held
discussion
on
professional
matters. Various avenues of
cooperation between the two
navies were also discussed in
detail. A comprehensive brief on
Pakistan Navy’s role in Regional
Maritime Security situation and
Operational
Developments
in
the Indian Ocean was also given
to
the
visiting
dignitary.
Admiral Sir Philip Jones also laid
floral
wreath
at
Shuhada
Monument at NHQ to pay

homage
to
PN
Shuhada.
In
the
second
leg
of his visit, Admiral Sir Philip
Jones KCB also met Naval Field

Commands
at
Lahore
and
Karachi.
He also delivered a
lecture at Pakistan Navy War
College, Lahore.
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Change of

Coastal

and Fleet

Commands

Rear Admiral Moazzam Ilyas
and Rear Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi have assumed
the commands of PN Coastal
Command and Pakistan Navy
Fleet, respectively. The Change of
Command ceremonies were held
at Karachi.
The newly appointed Commander
Coast, Rear Admiral Moazzam
Ilyas joined Pakistan Navy in 1980.
During his distinguished career, he
has served on various Command
and Staff appointments.
His
command
appointments
include
Commands
of
two
Destroyers PNS BADR & PNS
BABUR as well as three Missile
Boats, Commander Combined Task
Force 150 at HQ NAVCENT Bahrain
and Commander North (COMNOR).
His prominent staff appointments
include Assistant Chief of the
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Naval Staff (Plans), Assistant Chief
of the Naval Staff (Operations),
Chief Staff Officer to Commander
Pakistan Fleet and Deputy Chief
of the Naval Staff (Training and
Evaluation) at Naval Headquarters.
The Admiral has also served
as Naval and Air Attache at
Iran. Before being appointed
as Commander Coast, the Flag
Officer was performing the
duties of Commandant PN War
College and Commander Central
Punjab in Lahore. He is a graduate
of Joint Command and Staff
College Shrivenham, UK. He has
Masters Degrees in Defence
Studies from Kings College,
London and Strategic Studies
from Quaid-e-Azam University,
Islamabad. Rear Admiral Moazzam
Ilyas is recipient of Hilal-e-Imtiaz
(Military).
The newly appointed Commander
Pakistan Fleet, Rear Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
joined Pakistan Navy in 1981
and also won the coveted Sword
of Honour upon his completion
of initial training at Pakistan
Naval
Academy.
During
his
illustrious career, Rear Admiral
Muhammad Amjad has served
on
various
Command
and
Staff appointments. His Command

appointments include Command
of two type 21 ships PNS BADR
and PNS TARIQ, Commander
18th Destroyer Squadron, and
Commandant PNS BAHADUR.
His staff appointments include
Director Naval Operations, Deputy
Chief of Naval Staff (Training &
Evaluation), Commandant Pakistan
Navy War College / Commander
Central Punjab Lahore and Director
General Naval Intelligence. He has
also performed the duties of Chief
Naval Overseas at Shanghai. He is
a graduate of Army Command &
Staff College, Quetta and National
Defence University, Islamabad. The
Admiral holds masters degrees
in Underwater Acoustics from
Beijing University of Aeronautics
and Astronautics, China and
War Studies from Quaid-eAzam University, Islamabad. In
recognition of his meritorious
services, the newly appointed
Commander Pakistan Fleet has
been awarded Hilal e Imtiaz
(Military) and Sitara e Basalat. He
has also been conferred with the
French Medal Chevalier (Knight)
by the Government of France.
On assumption of Pakistan Navy
Fleet Command, Rear Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi is
now the Operational Commander
of PN Fleet.
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PWO/SWO/ND Survey
Seminar
PWO/
SWO/
ND/
Survey
Seminar was held at PNS
BAHADUR, SNOPs Auditorium.
Three
papers,
encompassing
subjects from PWO, ND and Survey
specializations were presented.
The Chief Guest for the first
session was Vice Admiral Shah
Sohail Masood and the second
session was graced by Chief of
the
Naval
Staff,
Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abassi.
The first paper of survey/
hydrography panel was headed
by Capt Muhammad Khalid
wherein the panel shed light on
MAKRAN subduction Zone w.r.t
its geological and seismological
characteristics. Panel deliberated
on the challenge for Pakistan Navy
in
the
shape
of
disaster
management planning / preparations
while evaluating PN expansion

plan along the MAKRAN Coast.

Navigation panel, headed by Capt
M Saad Hasan Khan presented
an overview of the issues being
faced by PN with respect to
IMO accreditation of bridge
watch keeping and other related
courses. Panel deliberated on the
mechanism required to be worked
out with the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs for endorsement of PN
training courses which would lead
to employment opportunities for
PN personnel in Maritime sector.
Third paper of the seminar was
presented by PWO/SWO panel
headed by Captain Raja Muhammad
Nasir. The panel analyzed the
need for employment of doctrine
for PN UAVs. The panel focused
its research on existing challenges,
capability gaps, limitations &

capabilities of PN UAVs in
order to propose their best
employment.

The seminar culminated with
the address of the Chief Guest.
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abassi,
lauded the efforts of panels
and emphasized on the need
of development of operational
doctrines. The Admiral highlighted
that to capitalize on the maritime
opportunities and to address the
related challenges, an efficient,
strong and self-reliant Navy was
the need of the secure maritime
environment
in
context
of
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).
The seminar was attended by a
large number of serving and retired
senior officers from respective
specializations.
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Pakistan Navy has new

Vice Chief of the Naval Staff
The President of Pakistan has
appointed Vice Admiral Kaleem
Shaukat as Vice Chief of the
Naval Staff.
Vice Admiral Kaleem Shaukat,
upon completion of initial training
at Britannia Royal Navy College
Dartmouth got commission in
June 1982. He has a distinguished
career
with
wide
ranging
command and staff experience.
His
command
appointments
include Commanding Officer of
Type-21 ship, Commander 25th
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Destroyer Squadron, Commander
Combined
Task
Force
151,
Commander
Central
Punjab/
Commandant PN War College
and Commander Pakistan Fleet.

Qatar. Before being appointed
as Vice Chief of the Naval Staff,
Vice Admiral Kaleem Shaukat
was serving as Chief of Staff
(Operations) at NHQ Islamabad.

His important staff appointments
include Director Naval Warfare
& Operational Plans, Principal
Secretary to Chief of the Naval
Staff, Deputy Chief of the Naval
Staff (Operations) and Deputy
Chief of the Naval Staff (Projects).
The Admiral has also served as
Defence Attache of Pakistan at

Vice Admiral Kaleem Shaukat is
a graduate of National Defence
University, Islamabad and Armed
Forces College, Turkey.
In recognition of his meritorious
services,
the
Admiral
has
been
awarded
Hilal-e-Imtiaz
(Military).

PROMOTIONS
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PN Promotions

Rear Admiral Abdul Aleem has recently been promoted to the rank of Vice Admiral.
Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem was commissioned in Operations Branch of Pakistan
Navy in 1984. The Admiral has distinguished career with wide ranging Command
and Staff experience. His important Command appointments include Commanding
Officer of Missile Boat and Destroyer, Commander Combined Task Force-151 at
HQ NAVCENT Bahrain, Commandant PNS BAHADUR, Commander 25th Destroyer
Squadron, Commandant PN War College Lahore and Flag Officer Sea Training. His
last appointment was Commander Coast.

Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem

His important Staff appointments include Principal Secretary to Chief of the
Naval Staff, Chief Inspector (Navy) and Deputy Chief of Naval Staff (Projects) at
Naval Headquarters. The Admiral is a graduate of Pakistan Navy War College,
National Defence University Islamabad and US Naval War College. In recognition
of his meritorious services, Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem has been awarded
Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Military). The Admiral is presently performing the duties of Chief of
Staff (Personnel) at Naval Headquarters, Islamabad.
Commodore Naveed Ashraf has been promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral. Rear
Admiral Naveed Ashraf was commissioned in Operations Branch of Pakistan Navy
in 1989. During his distinguished career, he has served on various Command and
Staff appointments. His important Command appointments include Commanding
Officer of three Destroyers, Commandant Pakistan Naval Academy, Commander
18th Destroyer Squadron and Commander 25th Destroyer Squadron. His Staff
appointments include Chief Staff Officer to Commander Combined Task Force–150
HQ NAVCENT, Bahrain and Captain Training (Surface Wing) at HQ FOST.

Rear Admiral Naveed Ashraf

He is a graduate of Pakistan Navy War College, National Defence University
Islamabad and Naval Staff College USA. In addition, he has also done Royal College
of Defence Studies Course from UK. In recognition of his meritorious services,
Rear Admiral Naveed Ashraf has been decorated with Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Military)
and Tamgha-e-Basalat.

Commodore Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami has been promoted to the rank of Rear
Admiral. Rear Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami was commissioned in Operations
Branch of Pakistan Navy in 1989 after completing initial training at Pakistan
Naval Academy and Britannia Royal Naval College, Darthmouth, UK. A Navigation
specialist and Principal Warfare Officer, he has served on various Command and
Staff appointments. His important Command appointment includes Commanding
Officer of Type-21 Ship. Whereas, his distinguished staff appointments include
Director Naval Developmental Plans, Director Naval Operations, Directing Staff at
NDU, Chief Staff Officer to Commander Pakistan Fleet, Assistant Chief of Naval
Staff (Operational Plans) and Principal Secretary to Chief of the Naval Staff.

Rear Admiral Ovais Ahmed
Bilgrami

He is a graduate of Pakistan Navy War College, National Defence University
Islamabad, Naval Command & General Staff College, Philippines and Royal College
of Defence Studies UK. In recognition of his meritorious services, Rear Admiral
Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami has been awarded Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Military).
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Bahria University Islamabad
Campus held its 18th Convocation
at Jinnah Convention Center
Islamabad. Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi was the Chief Guest of the
ceremony and conferred degrees
on the graduating students of
Ph.D, Masters and Undergraduate
programs.
In total, 476 degrees were awarded
to the Undergraduate and Graduate
students. Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi awarded 17 Gold and 12
Silver medals to various students
who achieved top positions in
their respective programmes.
Addressing on the occasion, Chief
of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi congratulated
the graduating students on their
splendid success and lauded Bahria
University Islamabad Campus for
providing exceptional knowledge
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skills to the students in their
respective disciplines enabling
them to lead a professionally
rewarding life. He appreciated
the role of Bahria University for
contributing
in
strengthening
human resource of the country.
While addressing the students,
Chief of the Naval Staff said that
“You are about to embark on your
own extraordinary journeys and
shape your own adventures. Your
hard work has paid off. Those
pressured times of examinations
are now all behind you. The
real work however, has only
just begun. I am confident that
Bahria University has equipped
you to deal with these challenges”.
Chief of the Naval Staff appreciated
the
efforts
of
University
management for emphasizing
on skills development of the
students that will make Bahria
University an attractive institution

for teaching and learning. He
encouraged
the
graduating
students
by
advising
them
to be original, creative and
to
follow
their
passion
and dreams.
In his welcome address, Rector
Bahria University Vice Admiral (Rtd)
Tanveer Faiz said that we at Bahria
University have done our best to
equip our students with necessary
institutional tools, fundamental
principles of conducting scholastic
enquiry, training for communication
and interpersonal skills and above
all, the guidance to conduct well
in life. He acknowledged the role
of HEC, Punjab Government and
other organizations for sponsoring
number of scholarships for Students
of Bahria University as they were
helping to provide an opportunity
to students coming from low
income background to pursue
quality education.
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29th Convocation of the Pakistan
Navy
Engineering
College
(PNEC); a constituent college of
National University of Sciences
and Technology (NUST) was held
at Bahria Auditorium Karachi.
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi,
Chief of the Naval Staff was the
Chief Guest, while Lt General (Retd)
Naweed Zaman; Rector NUST
and Rear Admiral Ather Mukhtar,
Commander Karachi also graced
the occasion with their presence
and conferred degrees to the
graduating students.
In total, 342 graduates were
awarded
degrees
including
06 PhD, 37 Masters and 299
received bachelor degrees in the
disciplines of Engineering and
Management Information Systems.
To acknowledge the outstanding
academic performance of students
in various disciplines, the Chief
Guest awarded 26 medals to the
position holders to include 10
President Gold Medals, 03 Chief
of the Naval Staff Gold Medals, 07
Chancellors Silver Medals and 06
Rector Gold Medals.

While speaking to the students on
the occasion, Chief of the Naval
Staff, congratulated the students
and their parents on their success
and stated that award of degree
is the first step towards life long
learning. He further stated that
the Defence sector in general
and Navies in particular are
becoming increasingly technology
intensive. Pakistan Navy is keeping
pace with the new dictates by
undertaking development projects
for enhancing the operational
capabilities of naval platforms and
equipment. Particular emphasis
is being accorded to indigenous
development, where the future
engineers have the foremost
role to play. The Naval Chief
appreciated the role of Pakistan
Navy and NUST for contributing in
promoting education in the country
at international events, Students
Exchange Program and research &
development.
Earlier in his welcome address,
Rear Admiral Imran Ahmad,
Commandant PNEC highlighted
that PNEC has its graduates
spread across the globe and in

top organizations of the world.
90 percent of PNEC graduates are
hired for employment within six
months of graduation. PNEC has
established strong linkages with
more than 50 renowned national
and
international
industries.
Students get hands-on experiences
through internship programs and
industrial visits. He also advised
graduates to have faith in their
capabilities and follow the core
values of Faith, Integrity, Courage
and Duty in their professional and
personal pursuits.
Rector NUST apprised that NUST
is making all out efforts to provide
best engineering education to its
students in multiple disciplines
to meet country’s requirements.
NUST has been ranked number
one university in HEC ranking
since 2015. According to BRICS
ranking, NUST is on 159th rank
among top universities in Asia. He
stressed upon the graduates to
put in their best in their
future pursuits and contribute
towards national development
and projecting soft image of
Pakistan.
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Mr Ghani Eirabie

Pakistan’s
first
submarine,
the Ghazi, blazed a trail of raw
courage and professional skill
and national dedication that has
inspired and guided the young
naval arm ever since. Within a
year of its arrival in Pakistan
on 4 September 1964 PNS/M
Ghazi established the tradition of
aggressive patrolling across the
strategic expanse of North Arabian
Sea. When the Indo-Pakistan war
broke out on 6 September 1965,
the Ghazi was assigned to keep a
vigil off the Bombay harbor which
at that time was packed tight
with Indian warships including the
aircraft carrier Vikrant. The Ghazi
was told not to tinker with smaller
vessels but focus on the heavier
units. So effective was its blockade
that no Indian warships dared run
the gauntlet.
It was the bottling-up of the Indian
fleet by the Ghazi that enabled the
Pakistan flotilla to move in and
blast the Indian naval fortress of
Dwarka.
A graphic account of the Pakistan
Navy’s performance is offered by
India’s Vice Admiral Mihir Roy; a
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former Commander of the Vikrant
and
Commander-in-Chief
of
India’s Eastern Naval Command,
in his 1995 book “War in the
Indian Ocean”. He writes, “But the
Bombayites failed to understand
the lack of success by the Indian
fleet especially with sirens wailing,
Jamnagar attacked and Dwarka
shelled with the Indian fleet still
preparing to sail was an affront
to the sailors in white who could
not understand what was holding
the fleet back”. As Vice Admiral N
Kirshnan is supposed to have said:
“One of our frigates, Talwar, was
at Okha. It is unfortunate that she
could not sail forth and seek battle.
Even if there was a mandate
against the Navy participating in
the war, no government would
blame a warship going into action,
if attacked. An affront to our
national honor is no joke and we
cannot laugh it away by saying ‘All
the Pakistanis did was to kill a cow’.
Let us at least create a memorial to
the ‘unknown cow’ who died with
her hooves on in a battle against
the Pakistan Navy”.

court martial of Admiral Sir John
Byng of the Royal Navy for neglect
of duty when he failed to take
adequate action against the French
fleet at the siege of Minorca. As
a postscript, Admiral Byng was
executed on the quarter-deck
of the 74-Gun HMS Monarch in
Portsmouth on 14 March 1957
as the ‘British found it necessary
from time to time to shoot an
Admiral to set an example to
others’!”.
The Ghazi’s audacious performance
won it 10 awards including two
decorations of Sitara-i-Jurat and
the President’s citations said, “He
(Commander Karamat Rahman
Niazi) operated the submarine
in the enemy territorial waters
from 6th September to 23rd
September 1965 with courage
and determination. His personal
example of valour, sound judgment
and aggressiveness inspired his
officers and men to maintain a
high
degree
of
operational
efficiency of the submarine in the
face of the enemy.

Adds Vice Admiral Mihir Roy: “In
this context, one recollects the

The dread of the Ghazi seems
somehow to have persisted in
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the Indian mind in the six years
between the two wars. As the
danger of another Indo-Pakistan
conflict loomed large on the
horizon the Indians moved their
aircraft carrier, the Vikrant, not
only out of Bombay but even
out of Cochin, and from Cochin
in October 1971 all the way
to their eastern seaboard, and
finally, not content even with the
security of their massive naval
base at Vishakhapatnam, they
hid it away in the backwaters
of the Andaman. Setting the
response to the insistence of the
Pakistan Military High Command
to reinforce Pakistan’s position in
the eastern war theatre. The
strategic soundness of the
decision cannot be questioned
insofar as Ghazi was the only ship
which had the range and capability
to undertake operations in the
distant waters under control of
the enemy. The presence of a
lucrative target in the shape of
the aircraft carrier Vikrant, the
pride of the Indian Fleet, in that
area was known. The plan had
all the ingredients of daring and
surprise which are essential for
success in a situation tilted heavily
in favour of the enemy. Indeed,
had the Ghazi been able to sink or
even damage the Indian aircraft
carrier the shock effect alone
would have been sufficient to
upset Indian naval plans.
The odds undoubtedly were
formidable. It was neither the
same Arabian Sea nor the same
Bay of Bengal as in 1965. Just
as stung by its defeat in the
Himalayas by the Chinese in 1962
India had revamped and multiplied
its land forces, stung by its
humiliation in the naval encounter
with the Pakistan Navy in 1965,
India had tripled its naval power
between 1965-71. The Ghazi had
to traverse on the Vikrant’s
scent was not only an irresistible

According to Naval experts Ghazi’s
deployment to the Bay of Bengal
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Jaruda, Cochin, Madras, Rajah and
finally Vishakhapatnam and Dega.
But undeterred, PNS/M Ghazi
valiantly but quietly sailed forth
from Karachi on 14 November

ought to be regarded as a measure
taken to rectify a strategic posture
that was getting increasingly out
of step with military realities. The
dispatch of the Ghazi to Bay of
Bengal was in over 3000 miles
of the Indian Ocean, defying the
threat posed by a host of shoreinstallations in ports dotting the
Indian coastline including Okha,
Kunjali. Bombay, Hansa, Karwar,

1971, under the command of
Commander Zafar Mohammad
Khan and with a complement of
92 officers and men. The regional
situation was so tense and
explosive that the submarine was
directed to maintain radio silence
and use its snorkel and charge
its batteries only at night. The
Ghazi was to make its last report
when rounding Sri Lanka about 26

temptation
strategy.

but

also

a

smart
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November 1971; it hoped to run
past Madras around November
28, and after that it was entirely
on its own. It appears that it
bypassed even Vishakhapatnam
and embarked upon an extensive
search for the missing Indian
aircraft carrier across the vast
expanse of the Bay of Bengal like
a bloodhound smelling around
for its prey. Unable to locate it,
the Ghazi turned back and made
for the major Indian base of
Vishakhapatnam, the headquarters
of India’s Eastern Naval Command,
confident that it will take its
swipe at the Vikrant or at least
bottle up the Indian Navy’s heavy
units clustered in this major Indian
naval base. To that end it started
laying mines off the harbour.
The Ghazi seems to have met a
tragedy on the night of December
3/4, 1971. It blew up with a force
that shook the entire harbor. For
quite a while the Indian’s did not
know what had happened but
when some Indian fishermen
found a life-jacket of the PNS/M
Ghazi floating in the sea, the
Indian Navy started claiming credit
for sinking it and even awarded
medals to some of its officers and
men.

noise of the two patrolling vessels,
he adds, “Pakistan submarine got
out of the area to the safety of
deeper waters”. The Indian Vice
Admiral concludes, “At about
midnight when the patrolling
vessels had returned to harbor
the
submarine
presumably
approached the partly mined
area to complete her assignment
of bottling up the entire Eastern
Fleet in their home port of
Vishakhapatnam. In her anxiety
to complete her task, Ghazi
probably made the cardinal error
of inadvertently re-crossing her
previous track, possibly due to
strong tides which occur in this
post-monsoon period off this
coast”.
On the enemy’s own testimony,
the valiant Ghazi exploded in a
flash of glory while trying to make
doubly sure that it had done a

Just about the time Indian
Defence Minister was voicing
his joy at the demise of the
Ghazi
another
Pakistani
submarine
PNS/M
Hangor
hit the Indian anti-submarine
frigate Khukri, patrolling of f
the Kathiawar coast, blowing
up its magazine with a torpedo
However, the true story has been
and sinking it in a mat ter
told by Vice Admiral Mihir Roy
in his just recently published of minutes.
book. He says: “The Ghazi had
obviously been positioned off
Vishakhapatnam and presumably
had commenced laying mines
on 2/3 December 1971. At least
2-3 mines in close proximity
had already been laid as a mine
damaged a ship later. The mines
were being laid in a linear pattern
150 meters apart and at a depth
of 30 meters as confirmed later by
the under-water television of the
submarine rescue vessel Nistar”.
But presumably picking up the
sonar transmissions or propeller
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thorough job of mining the narrow
approaches to the strategic harbor
in a bid to bottle up the entire
Indian Eastern Fleet.
To the Indians so important was
the demise of the Ghazi and so
skeptic was Admiral Nanda that
underwater televisions and divers
were used to physically check the
wreckage and a special IAF plane
was commissioned to carry Ghazi’s
life-jackets etc to Delhi, and the
announcement was withheld until
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9 December 1971, as according
to Mihir Roy, the Indian Defence
Minister insisted on being the first
to report the sinking of the Ghazi
to the Indian Parliament.
At the same time the Indian Navy’s
Eastern Command flashed a
message to the Western Command
that after the sinking of the Ghazi
they should feel free to operate
in the Arabian Sea. The Indians
however forgot one thing, the
tradition of valour and consummate
skill and national dedication
bequeathed by the Ghazi had
been inherited by the new fleet of
Daphne submarines acquired by
the Pakistan Navy. Just about the
time Indian Defence Minister was
voicing his joy at the demise of the
Ghazi another Pakistani submarine
PNS/M Hangor hit the Indian
anti-submarine frigate Khukri,
patrolling off the Kathiawar coast,
blowing up its magazine with a
torpedo and sinking it in a matter
of minutes. The Pakistan Navy
submarine also damaged another
Indian ship Kirpan.
However, one is left with the
unhappy impression that there has
been inadequate recognition of the
splendid performance of Pakistan’s
first submarine PNS/M Ghazi,
and sufficient appreciation of the
heroic solitary voyage undertaken
by the Ghazi clear across the Indian
Ocean and not enough tribute has
been paid to the brave officers
and men who willingly laid down
their lives for their country while
daring into the “enemy’s Lair” and
who but for a mishap might have
accomplished what looked like ‘a
mission impossible’.
If rules permit, the Ghazi ought to
be posthumously awarded Nishani-Haider. In any case, the nation
salutes the valiant warriors.

