PNS DILAWAR
PNS DILAWAR; the oldest establishment of
Pakistan Navy, was first commissioned at
China Creek as HMS DILAWAR on 14 March
1942 by Sir Hugh Dow, Governor of Sindh.
After independence on 14 August 1947,
DILAWAR became HMPS DILAWAR. In 1956,
Pakistan was declared Republic and HMPS
DILAWAR was renamed as PNS DILAWAR.
It was subsequently shifted to its present
location on 13 April 1971. PNS DILAWAR has
the honour to host the visit of Father of the
Nation, Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad Ali Jinnah
in 1948. On 11 September 1948, on the sad
demise of Quaid, the unit was given the honour

to conduct his funeral ceremony. Since
then, the Unit is undertaking ceremonials at
Mazar-e-Quaid.
PNS DILAWAR also holds the singular honour
to conduct Change of Command (Handing/
Taking over of service) Ceremony from Vice
Admiral Jefford to Rear Admiral Mohammad
Siddiq Choudri, MBE on 31 January 1953.
PNS DILAWAR also acts as Logistic Unit of
retired Naval personnel and over 50 PN
Tender Units at Karachi.
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ADMIRAL’S LOG

EXERCISE

AMAN 2017

Exercise
‘AMAN’-17
(AMAN
meaning peace in Urdu) has been
planned by Pakistan Navy in the
North Arabian Sea from 10 to 14
February 2017. It is a multinational
exercise structured and organized
by Pakistan Navy and involves
Ships,
Aircraft,
Helicopters,
Special
Operations
Forces
Ordinance
(SOF),
Explosives
Disposal (EOD), Marine teams
and Observers from regional as
well extra-regional navies. This
year’s participation includes ships,
aircraft, helicopters, SOF/EOD/
Marines teams and Observers
from more than 35 countries.
This is a biennial activity since 2007
and the current exercise is fifth in
‘AMAN’ series. The idea of ‘Exercise
AMAN’ is catching the imaginations
of a number of maritime nations
which nurture a keen interest in
common use of seas of the world for
peaceful co-existence. The number
of participant countries this year
has risen to more than 35 from 28
participants in 2007, which is a clear
reflection of its resounding success
and receptiveness of this initiative.
Exercise AMAN-17 is spread
over harbour and sea phases.
The sea phase will provide an
opportunity to naval units to focus
on interoperability and mutual
understanding of capabilities and
skill levels of each other through a
wide range of activities like Search &
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Rescue (SAR) Operations, gunnery
drills, anti-piracy demonstrations,
Replenishment at Sea (RAS),
anti surface & anti submarine
warfare and interdiction exercises.
The Special Operation Forces,
Explosives
Ordnance
Disposal
Teams and Marine units will display
and familiarize themselves with
weapons and equipment of various
countries, engage in table top
discussions, hold mine disposal
workshops,
conduct
scenario
based exercises, demonstrate
maritime
counter
terrorism

Vice Admiral (Rtd)
T M Khattak

operations, combat marksman
training and boarding rehearsals.
During harbor phase, participants
will witness maritime counterterrorism
demonstrations
by
Pak Marines besides ship visits
of various navies for deeper
understanding.
The
hall-mark
of the harbour phase will be
an
International
Maritime
Conference (IMC) which will be
held under the aegis of National
Centre for Maritime Policy and
Research (NCMPR) and will take
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place in tandem with sea phase. its unique strategic location and
un-explored natural resources. It
The underlying theme of this year’s covers almost twenty percent of the
exercise is ‘Together for Peace’ world’s oceans with a total area of
- a laudable goal as history has about 68 millions square kilometers
repeatedly demonstrated since Age or nearly five and half times the size
of Exploration from 15th to 17th of United States of America and
century, that ocean across the globe has rightly been dubbed as ‘Energy
have brought blessings as well as Highway’ in the 21st century. It
thrown up common challenges for stretches from Andaman Sea, Java
mankind. Whenever and wherever Sea, Savu Sea, Timor Sea and in
nations have engaged with the east to Mozambique Channel
oceans, they have experienced in the west and from Flores Sea,
progress and prosperity while Great Australian Bight in the south
isolation has led to decline and to Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, Gulf of
stagnation.
Joining hands for Oman and Persian Gulf in the
peaceful use of oceans for benefit north and includes such critical
of all has brought development to choke points as Straits of Hormuz,
countries while wars fought over Malacca Straits, Bab-el-Mandeb,
and
Lambak
Straits,
the oceans have brought disaster. Sunda
Mozambique Channel and ten
The Indian Ocean has remained an degrees and six degrees channels.
important area throughout due to
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In our regional context, significance
of Indian Ocean was first realized
when Japan occupied Burma
during WW-II. The period between
two world wars set in motion
a process which eventually led
towards independence of many
nations. The emergence of newly
independent nation states around
the Indian Ocean Rim (IOR), rich
in natural resources but weak in
infra-structure, unleashed its own
dynamics of global seaborne trade
and communications and ushered
in a period of rapid development.
The transition from colonies to
independent states was a painful
process for many as except
China, Malaysia and Korea, none
other could manage to follow
any productive industrialization
trajectory. However, gradually
shape of the world began to
change from; mainly two spheres
i.e. a trade dependent maritime
region and a Eurasian continent,
to a third emerging geo-strategic
region in and around Indian Ocean.
This region has all the features
essential for influencing rest of the
world such as its location, trade
volume and its orientation as well
as cultural and ideological bonds
of regional population which act as
catalysts for economic prosperity.
The Arabian Peninsula and Gulf
complement Indian Ocean region’s
significance as it has nearly half
of all proven oil resources of the
world. Almost 40 per cent of the
world’s offshore oil production
comes from the Indian Ocean,
which is a lifeline for both developed
and developing countries. The
economic development in the
region, though uneven in some
cases, has enhanced importance
of connectivity and networking
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03

ADMIRAL’S LOG

NAVY NEWS
of global trade for which safe
and innocent passage through
shipping routes in accordance
with international law is crucial.
The accumulative of all these
factors is that there is greater
awareness amongst countries
with
asymmetrical
combat
power and capabilities to come
together for their common cause
of peaceful uses of oceans.
In the evolving regional scenario,
Pakistan today is faced with
a
formidable
challenge
of
safeguarding its maritime security
in order to stimulate the country’s
economic growth. The strategic
outlook for Indian Ocean merits
continuous
examination
for
working out appropriate responses
to the evolving challenges in the
future.
As such, reaching out
to other partners, with whom
Pakistan has a commonality of
interest in promoting world peace
and harmony in the Indian Ocean
through deeper co-operation in
maritime paradigm, assumes vital
importance.
The CPEC project and creation
of Task Force 88 for seaward
defense of trade through Gwadar
port has added a new dimension
to importance of Indian Ocean.
Iran, where Chahbahar port’s up
gradation is being financed by
India, has expressed its desire for
Gwadar and Chahbahar to act as
‘sister’ ports. The warm-water port
of Gwadar is expected to serve as
a nodal point for goods through
Pakistan to China and beyond to
Central Asian Republic (CAR) states
in the north. As a reputed Indian
newspaper recently observed, the
‘One Belt One Road’ paradigm, of
which CPEC is just one element, is

04

January 2017

The Arabian
Peninsula and
Gulf complement
Indian Ocean
region’s
significance as it
has nearly half
of all proven oil
resources of the
world. Almost 40
percent of the
world’s offshore
oil production
comes from
the Indian
Ocean, which
is a lifeline for
both developed
and developing
countries

no longer a mere project running
through Pakistan but an economic
initiative which will link 64
countries.
Exercise AMAN-17 is not aimed
against
anyone
as
Pakistan
is a responsible state and is
fully cognizant of intertwined
security and economic interests
of other regional players which
are also heavily dependent on
trade through vital shipping
lanes crisscrossing the Indian
Ocean. The security of Sea Lines
of Communications (SLOCs), as
such, becomes a collective task in
which everyone has huge stakes.
In order to emphasize this point,
a senior military official recently
asked India to shun its ‘enmity’
towards Pakistan and join the $
46 billion CPEC project, which is
attracting unparalleled interest.
The diverse nature of participants
in Exercise ‘AMAN-2017, some
straddled on the shores of Indian
Ocean for a millennium but
with
nascent maritime infrastructure and others from afar
as established maritime powers
in their own rights for centuries,
reflects their deeper understanding
about importance of unhindered
flow of global trade through this
critical but volatile sea space. Their
participation in these maneuvers
is a testimony to acknowledge
Pakistan Navy’s centrality in
regional maritime arena and a
reposing of confidence by such
a large number of nations in
Pakistan Navy’s capabilities to
play lead role in promoting cause
of peace on one of the most
important oceans of the world.

NAVY NEWS

VISITS

Naval Chief visits

Qatar & Bahrain

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad The Naval
Chief also
Zakaullah visited Qatar and Bahrain.
called
on
During his visit to Qatar, the Naval Chief called Commander
on Minister of State for Defence, Dr. Khalid Bin Q a t a r
Mohammad Al Attiya and Chief of Staff Qatar Armed Emiri Navy,
Maj
Gen
Forces, Lt Gen Ghanim Bin Shaheen Al Ghanim.
Mohammed
Nasser
Al
Mohannadi
during
his
visit. Upon
his
arrival
at
Qatar
Emiri Naval
F o r c e s
During Naval Chief’s meetings with dignitaries, Headquarters, the Admiral was received by
matters of defence ties and mutual collaboration Commander Qatar Emiri Navy, Maj Gen Mohammed
were discussed. The Admiral highlighted Pakistan’s Nasser Al Mohannadi. A ceremonial Guard of Honour
commitment and performance in fight against was also presented to the Naval Chief on the occasion.
terrorism including participation in Coalition Maritime During the meeting, Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah
Campaign Plan (CMCP) and Counter Piracy Operations dilated upon matters of mutual interest and bilateral
as well as Command of multinational Task Forces 150 naval collaboration. Commander Qatar Emiri Navy
and 151. Qatari dignitaries lauded Pakistan’s efforts in acknowledged the significance of close and strong
promoting peace and security in the maritime domain bilateral naval association in diverse realms between
Pakistan Navy and Qatari Emiri Navy. While lauding
for freedom of seas and free flow of the trade.
the professional acumen and commitment of PN
personnel, Qatari Emiri Navy Chief also looked forward to
further enhancing the interaction between both navies.
The Naval Chief also met DG Coast Guard, Brig Ali Al
Bedeed and visited Qatar Emiri Navy Ship BARZAN.

During visit to Bahrain,

the Naval Chief called
on Commander-in-Chief Bahrain Defence Forces,
Field Marshal Sheikh Khalifa Bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa,
Commander Bahrain National Guards, Lt Gen Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Isa Al Khalifa, Chief of Staff Bahrain
Defence Forces, Lt Gen Thiyab Bin Saqer Al Noami,
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VISITS
Commander
R o y a l
B a h r a i n
Naval Force,
Rear Admiral
S h e i k h
Khalifa Bin
Abdullah Al
Khalifa and
Commander
B a h r a i n
Coast Guards, Staff Brig Gen Alaa Abdullah Siyadi.
During the meetings with Bahraini Dignitaries,
matters of mutual interest including defence and

security collaboration were discussed. The Naval
Chief highlighted Pakistan’s commitment and
performance in fight against terrorism in general
and Pakistan Navy’s efforts for maintaining regional
peace and security in particular. The dignitaries
acknowledged warm and brotherly relations between
Pakistan and Bahrain, based on strong foundations
and historical ties. They appreciated PN efforts and
focused commitments in support of collaborative
maritime security in the region and extending
cooperation in diverse fields to Royal Bahrain Naval
Force.

NAVY NEWS
Muhammad Zakaullah dilated upon matters of
mutual interest including bilateral naval collaboration
and security environment in Indian Ocean Region.
Commander US NAVCENT highly appreciated the
professionalism of Pakistan Navy personnel and active
role being played by Pakistan Navy for maritime
security and stability in the region. He said that
the near permanent presence of Pakistan Navy
units in the Area of Responsibility (AOR) has greatly
helped in shaping a secure environment for freedom
of navigation in the region.
Pakistan enjoys close and strong bilateral relationship
with Qatar and Bahrain based on mutual respect
and understanding. It is expected that these visits

will greatly enhance naval collaboration with these
countries.

In a separate visit, the Admiral also called on

Commander U.S Naval Forces Central
Command (NAVCENT), Vice Admiral
Kevin M Donegan. Upon his arrival at US NAVCENT

Headquarters, the Admiral was received by Admiral
Kevin M Donegan. During the meeting, Admiral

January 2016
2017
November
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COMMANDS UPDATE

PN FLEET’s Annual EFFICIENCY
COMPETITION PARADE & Awards Ceremony
Pakistan Navy Fleet Annual
Efficiency Competition Parade
and Awards Ceremony was
held at PN Dockyard. Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Muhammad Zakaullah graced
the occasion as Chief Guest.
While addressing the Parade,
Chief of the Naval Staff emphasized
that an efficient and strong Navy is
vital for the protection of Pakistan
Maritime interests. He expressed
his complete satisfaction over
the professional competence
and performance of Pakistan
Navy Fleet. He said that
during last year, Pakistan
Navy Fleet participated in
various maritime exercises
and live weapon firings. Active
participation of PN fleet in these
operations helped in improving
operational plans, material state
and operational capabilities of
Pakistan
Navy.
Furthermore,
successful missile firings and
effectively thwarting adversary’s
submarine attempt of intrusion
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in our area is also a testimony of
PN fleet’s professional capability.
Realizing the challenges faced
to ensure security of Gwadar
Port; the Hub of CPEC project,
the Naval Chief also lauded
the raising of a dedicated
Task Force 88 for CPEC Maritime
Security and re-affirmed that
Pakistan Navy will continue to
discharge
its
responsibilities
and
contribute
effectively
in ensuring the security of
maritime boundaries of Pakistan.

Commander Pakistan Fleet, Vice
Admiral Arifullah Hussaini, while
presenting an account of the
operational
achievements
of
Pakistan Navy Fleet during the year
2016, said that besides successful
conduct of major maritime exercises
and other operational activities,
Fleet units actively participated
in various multinational as well as
bilateral exercises and operational
deployments. Commander Pakistan
Fleet
also
highlighted
the
successful surface to surface Anti
Ship Missile Firing as a hallmark of
PN Fleet readiness.

The Naval Chief further said that
acquisition of “Hangor class”
submarines would greatly add
to the operational capability of
Pakistan Navy. The Naval Chief
said that besides acquisition of
modern weapon systems, we
should also keep in mind that
it is the rigorous training and
untiring efforts which can provide
us an edge over the enemy.

The Chief Guest also gave away
prizes to Units adjudged best
during the year 2016. PNS TIPPU
SULTAN, PNS ASLAT, PNS NASR,
PNS MADADGAR, PNS MUHAFIZ,
PNS AZMAT, PNS ZARRAR, PN
Submarine KHALID, 333 Aviation
SQN, Survey and Re-build Depot
Group and Survey Vessel BEHR
PAIMA won efficiency shields for
their respective Squadrons.
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Steel
Cutting
of
th

4 FAST ATTACK
CRAFT (MISSILE)

The steel cutting ceremony of
the 4th Fast Attack Craft (Missile)
and two 32 x Tons Bollard Pull
Tugs being built for Pakistan
Navy was held at Karachi Shipyard
& Engineering Works. Dr. Nabeel
Hayat Malik, Chairman NESCOM,
was the Chief Guest on the
occasion.
Addressing
the
ceremony,
the Chief Guest appreciated
the accomplishment of these
important milestones and urged
each and every individual working
in MTC and Karachi Shipyard to
put in the best towards the goal
of indigenization of shipbuilding
industry. He highlighted that
KS&EW is consistently achieving
major targets of its business plan
and has become a role model for
other public sector industries. He
said that indigenous design of
FAC(M) is a first step towards the
goal of self reliance in ship design.
He extended his gratitude to Chief
of the Naval Staff for reposing
confidence in KS&EW and MTC,
without which the project of
Indigenous design of FAC(M)
could never had been a reality.
Earlier, MD KS&EW in his welcome
address said, that FAC(M) is the first
ever missile boat being designed
and constructed in Pakistan.
Realization of this project has put
huge responsibility on Karachi
Shipyard and MTC for its timely
and successful completion. While
giving a brief progress of ongoing
projects, he highlighted that all
out efforts will be made to deliver
these projects on time with high
quality.
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FAC(M) is a state of the art, multi
mission vessel, commonly known as
Missile Boat. The Missile boat has been
designed by Maritime Technologies
Complex (MTC) and will have latest
weapons and sensors. The 1st Missile
Craft of this series; PNS AZMAT, was
designed and constructed by China
Shipbuilding and Offshore International
Corporation Ltd (CSOC) under a
contract of Transfer of Technology,
and inducted in PN Fleet in June 2012.
The 2nd Craft; PNS DEHSHAT, was
indigenously built at Karachi Shipyard
and commissioned in Pakistan Navy in
June 2014. The 3rd Fast Attack Craft
has been launched in September
last year and will be inducted in PN
Fleet shortly
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EXERCISE AMAN EXCLUSIVE

Togetherness
on the

High Seas

Rear Admiral (Rtd) Pervaiz Asghar

There was a time in the distant
past when men tentatively set
sail into the forbidding seas on
light wooden and papyrus- bound
boats for the purpose of trade and
exploration. Relatively unprotected
ships laden with spoils rich for the
taking posed an invitation to piracy,
which wasn’t long in coming.
When the time was ripe, nation
states like England cashed in on
this piracy trend by encouraging
its intrepid seafarers to plunder the
loaded Spanish galleons returning
from the Americas. It was a matter
of time again before countries
like England, America and Turkey
started commissioning the services
of notorious buccaneers to target
their political rivals and further
their own national cause. All
this changed however when the
seafaring nations of the world
finally realised that harmony on the
high seas was in their combined
interest and after embracing the
concept of the freedom of the
seas , pirates were declared ‘hostis
humani generis’ enemies of all
mankind, to be hunted down and
killed on sight. This is not to say
that states didn’t clash with one
another; they did and with great
ferocity whenever their interests
were threatened, particularly
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during the colonisation phase.
Realising the futility of banning
all forms of warfare, the Geneva
Convention sought to introduce
some semblance of humanity
and dignity into its brutalised
nature. The advent of the air and
sub-surface elements in a big
way during the First and Second
World Wars added fuel to the
debate about legal and illegal
norms during naval encounters.
Following on from the widespread
devastation of the latter war
and the subsequent emergence
of newly liberated countries,
naval build-up trends displayed a
preference towards countering
the threats emanating from those
they perceived as their political
rivals. Another trend witnessed
was the formation of regional
and international alliances for
a supposedly common purpose.
In order to deliver, however, a Navy
has to remain in prime form at all
times. It’s operational skills are
honed through regular work-ups at
unit, squadron and fleet level and
consolidated by means of bilateral
and multi-lateral exercises. During
the sixties and seventies, Pakistan,
by virtue of being a CENTO member

country, used to host an Annual
Naval Tactical Exercise in its
waters every alternate year, which
provided tremendous training
value. After CENTOs disbandment,
the Pakistan Navy resorted to
planning, organising and executing
its own series of Annual Exercises
code named Sea Spark. PN also
subsequently
capitalised
on
the trend of bilateral exercises
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by holding a regular series of
Exercise Naseem ul Bahr with
the Royal Saudi Naval Forces and
Exercise Thammar Al Tayyib with
the Royal Navy of Oman, which
proved to be fruitful at various
levels: strengthening bilateral ties,
improving interoperability and
boosting camaraderie. Carrying
out Passage Exercises with visiting
naval ships of various countries
also met similar objectives.
When the spectre of Somalian
piracy reared its ugly head and once
its tentacles started spreading
much beyond the Somali Coast
and the Gulf of Aden into the heart
of the Indian Ocean, many navies
of the world converged on this
vital stretch of the sea to make
their presence felt and protect
their vital interests. Realisation
gradually dawned that the newly-

EOD/Marine teams and observers
from more than 35 countries are
participating. What makes these
exercise series strikingly unique is
that it is not directed against any
specific naval threat but is solely
devoted to clasping hands in the
pursuit of the twin themes of
It was amidst this backdrop that togetherness and peace.
the Pakistan Navy decided to
organize and host a biennial series The sight of so many ships and
of exercises with the apt motto aircraft from a large number of
’Together for Peace’. Pakistan regional and extra-regional navies
Navy has so far conducted four exercising together in poetic
AMAN series of Exercises, last cadence is one that warms the
being in 2013, which was attended heart and augurs well for the
by 29 navies with various levels of future of the region. The glorious
participation the largest number vision of Pacem in Maribus can
of participant navies as compared only be realised if, in the same
to the previous exercises. The spirit, navies of the world joined
fifth edition of the AMAN series hands to preserve the established
of exercise has been scheduled concept of the freedom of the seas
from 10-14 Feb 17 with a variety of and jointly combat the common
Ships, Aircraft, Helicopters, SOFs/ threats confronting mankind.
emerging threats confronting
all countries like climate change,
search and rescue at sea, gun
running, drug smuggling, human
trafficking, piracy, pollution and
even poaching needed a unified
and
cooperative
response.
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Building
Maritime
Capacity

China’s
massive
investment
of more than $46 billion in
CPEC is breathing new life into
the ancient Silk Routes that
connected east and west centuries
ago. The investment will bring huge
long-term benefits to Pakistan and
China as well as other countries in
the region.

Sharif, and Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani, the later also
expressed interest in participation.
Iran is developing Chabahar Port
just across the border to serve
trade with Afghanistan. It would
make sense for Iran and Pakistan to
build linkages in port infrastructure
to better serve the region.

For the once sleepy remote
fishing village of Gwadar, located
on an isthmus on the coast of
Balochistan close to the border
with Iran, the massive ‘One Belt,
One Road’ project will bring a
new reality which not only opens
up new opportunities for trade
between east and west, but life as
a prospering and important deep
water port city.

British Foreign Secretary, Boris
Johnson, in a recent visit to Pakistan
said of CPEC, “I am very excited
by the CPEC.” He added, “And I
hope that British companies get to
participate in the construction of
this fabulous venture that will revive
the ancient Silk Road as rebirth
of trading caravans connecting
East and West.” The Foreign
Secretary also said that Karachi,
another CPEC port, could rival the
likes of Singapore or Shanghai as
strategically important hub for trade
and industry. Visiting foreign leaders
are fond of rhetoric but are usually
short on details. The details are
for the business communities and
government officials to explore and
build on later. However, the point is
that CPEC is attracting international
attention and interest and this
can be developed into something
tangible given a little time.

It is yet too soon to tell what
other countries will link up in
some way with this project but
the opportunities and benefits for
regional and wider linkages are
obvious. Rumours abound but the
reality is that projects of such a
massive scale take time to negotiate
new and differing agreements to
meet the needs of each partner.
At a meeting on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly in New
York, between the Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mr Muhammad Nawaz
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Not all attention has been for the
right reasons. Neighborhood hood

MARITIME AFFAIRS

Jennifer McKay

Australian
Disaster
Management
Consultant
tensions remain strong, particularly
with India. India’s attempts to
isolate Pakistan are short sighted,
unreasonable and not successful.
India’s determination to interfere
with the success of CPEC is not only
aimed at Pakistan, but is aligned
with the United States’ concerns
about the growing influence
of China in the region including
the Indian Ocean. The Obama
Administration’s ‘Pivot to Asia’ –
moving their focus towards Asia
rather than the Middle East – is
as much about containment of
China as anything else. What will
happen under the new Trump
Administration remains to be seen
but change seems unlikely given
recent comments by the newly
elected President-elect about China.
The strong relationship between
China and Pakistan, and the future
benefits of CPEC, seems to have
exacerbated the US concerns.
However, all countries have a
right to build trade and other
linkages to the benefit of their
own people. China is part of the
region and building linkages is as
much about geography and the
regional economies as it is about
geo-political reasons. It makes
sense for Asian countries to build

NAVY NEWS
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in this development. This includes
the Pakistan Navy.

strong economic and security
linkages in their own regions.
However, that does not preclude
retaining relationships with other
countries like the United States
or Europe. CPEC is very much at
the ‘Heart of Asia’ and can bring
benefits to all countries in this
region given time and a strategic
approach to trade to bring the
world closer together economically.
Anyone who has visited China over
recent years, can only be amazed
at the speed and ability of China
to build new infrastructure to link
the country and bring modernity to
once remote areas.
The first cargo arrived from China in
a convoy of 100 trucks and the first
ship has sailed from Gwadar. Exciting
times for sure. Pakistan Navy, being
cognizant of its responsibility to
make the maritime component
of CPEC and Gwadar Port safe,
deployed its ships and aircraft to
provide security cover so as to
ensure safe and secure transit of
MV COSCO WILLINGTON and MV AL
HUSSEIN in International waters.
However, much is yet to be done in
the coming years as infrastructure
and facilities are completed and
new partnerships are negotiated.
Massive infrastructure projects of
this kind take years to complete,
but benefits flow at every stage.
Meantime, all stakeholders should
be building their own capabilities
and capacities to enhance their role

The Pakistan Navy plays an
important role in CPEC and
this will expand as the project
continues to grow. Realizing the
enormous challenges ahead in the
Indian Ocean Region, the fleet
and capacity must continue to
expand to meet the challenges of
securing Pakistan’s coastal region.
Accordingly, Pakistan Navy has
raised Task Force-88 which is aimed
at ensuring security of Gwadar Port,
its seaward approaches as well as
CPEC related and other maritime
projects. This Task Force is working
under Commander Coast and
comprised of Warships, Helicopters
and UAVs duly supported by shore
based sensors. Further, eight new
submarines purchased from China
will expand the Navy’s capability.
Four of these submarines will be
constructed in China and handed
over to Pakistan by 2023 with the
remaining four being constructed
in Pakistan for handover by 2028.
These are substantial addition to
the fleet and will also bring jobs
in the shipbuilding industry in
Pakistan.
Submarines have been in the news
recently with an incursion by an
Indian submarine into Pakistan’s
waters being detected. Naval
defence experts say it was likely
no coincidence that the incursion
coincided with the timing of the
first ‘CPEC” ship departing Gwadar.
However, the Pakistan Navy was
able to push the Indian vessel
further out to sea. Other classes
of new vessels are also under
discussion and these, along with the
existing fleet, plus new state-ofthe-art weapons and equipment,
will be vital for future maritime
security.
Despite the importance of CPEC,
coastal and Indian Ocean security,

and the enormous benefits to
Pakistan of marine-based industries
and resources, the country still
suffers from ‘sea blindness’.
There is little awareness from
the general public about what
the maritime sector means to the
economy of Pakistan. Nor is there
much awareness of the various
commands and agencies which
play important roles in protecting
resources, the lives of fishermen
and coastal communities, and
the coastal security. Although
the coastline of Pakistan is not a
particularly long one compared
with some countries, it is located in
a sensitive region. It also is home to
substantial marine resources which
should be protected for the benefit
of the people of Pakistan.
Pakistan Navy continues its
significant contribution to the
Multinational Combined Task Forces
150 and 151 which are responsible
to counter Maritime terrorism
and anti-piracy operations off the
coast of Somalia, and Horn of
Africa respectively. The Navy is
also conducting exercises with the
Chinese Navy and other friendly
countries to build cooperative
strengths.
Pakistan Navy’s responsibilities
for the protection of CPEC and
ships using the port of Gwadar will
continue to grow. This requires
an enormous investment by the
Government of Pakistan in modern
ships, aircraft, equipment, facilities,
weaponry, personnel and training.
It is therefore imperative that the
Government provides increased
budget allocations to build the
nation’s naval capacity and strategic
strengths in the coming years so
that the Navy and its aligned coastal
agencies can fully play their role in
maritime security and the future
prosperity that CPEC will bring to
the region.
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The
Spiritual
Foundation

By nature, children are gentle,
compassionate
and
sincere.
These valuable qualities are as
yet weak in them and have to be
directed and strengthened. While
the child grows, parents should
strengthen in him a disposition to
struggle automatically against any
temptation as soon as it appears.
Fortunately, every human being
possesses a wonderful quality
known as conscience. The task
for parents is to develop and
strengthen in their child a discerning
conscience and to accustom
him to listening to its voice. This
task should be approached not
abstractly, but from the religious
standpoint, i.e. referring to Creator,
whom we should love and obey.
We are all responsible before him
for our actions. Without such a
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religious foundation, an upbringing Each
person
comprehends
will be shaky and unconvincing. and experiences the faith to
his degree of development.
Some may think that the notions of
Creator, of good and evil, etc, are Since the faith is so natural to
too abstract and complicated for human nature, it can be successfully
a child. Nevertheless, experience rooted in little children, and their
shows that, at three to four upbringing can be built upon it. One
years of age, these concepts are can only be amazed at how easily
accessible to a child when they and deeply children accept faith
are presented to him. The pure in Creator and what a beneficial
child’s soul associates these influences it has on them. Faith
first religious impressions with not only helps child to fight bad
the voice of conscience, and inclinations, but it also helps him
thus a simple and healthy piety to understand many fundamental
is formed within him. For those questions which are inexplicable
who would question the reality in human terms regarding nature
of childhood piety, we note of good and evil, the appearance
that faith in Creator is an inborn of the world, the aim of life, etc.
human quality. Therefore, it is The main point is that the faith in
available to all, regardless of Creator is the key to development
their age or mental development. of all the positive qualities in a

LITERARY

child – piety, love, compassion, punishment. This notion of sin is
sensitivity,
repentance not totally alien to a child because
and the wish to improve. the feeling of fault, shame, and an
elementary distinguishing between
Every parent from his/her own right and wrong is part of his nature.
experience may be convinced that
this notion provides him/her with The concept of right and wrong
a powerful tool for the rearing of opens to the child the path of moral
children. When we speak of Allah choice and an awareness of his
as the origin of every good and responsibility before Creator. Now
the Supreme Judge of mankind, the child becomes aware that his
we bring true notions of right and bad actions not only transgress
wrong into a child’s consciousness. the requests of his parents but
We do this not with formal rules, also the order established by
but by helping him to perceive the Allah. Furthermore, all spiritual
living person who stands over the and material welfare comes to
world, and before whom we are all him not only from human efforts,
accountable. This Supreme being but also from the Allah who
draws us toward good and repels provides for us. The Holy Quran
us from all that is perishable. Thus designates such spiritual state as
a child recognizes sin as something the “fear of Allah” and teaches us
shameful, harmful and subject to that it is the beginning of wisdom.
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The expression “fear of Allah”
requires some explanation. It
is far from that primitive fear
which savages experience before
the raging forces of nature. Our
relationship with Allah must
be expressed in filial love, and
true love never pains its subject.
For instance, a good son obeys
his father not because he fears
punishment, but out of love for
him and unwillingness to distress
him. Hence, “fear of Allah” is a
disposition to venerate Allah and
is a healthy feeling, which should
be experienced by every Muslim.
Religious upbringing demands the
incorporation of this feeling into
a child from the earliest age.
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I N D I G E N I Z AT I O N

Keel Laying of

1500 Tons Maritime Patrol Vessel

Keel Laying Ceremony of 1500
Tons Maritime Patrol Vessel
(MPV) being built for Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency (PMSA)
was held at Karachi Shipyard &
Engineering Works Ltd (KS&EW).
Federal Minister for Defence
Production,
Rana
Tanveer
Hussain, graced the occasion as
Chief Guest.
1500 Tons MPV is a state of the art,
multi mission vessel with steel hull
and aluminium super structure.
This MPV will be primarily used for
maritime security, patrolling and
policing operations. It will have
the total length of 95 meters.
On the occasion, the Chief Guest
congratulated KS&EW and M/s
China
Shipbuilding
Trading
Company (CSTC) on achieving
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this important milestone one
month ahead of the construction
schedule, and said that it is yet
another land mark project that
speaks volumes of the evergreen
friendship between China and
Pakistan. He further said that with
the developments of strategic
project of CPEC, responsibilities
of Pakistan Navy and PMSA have
increased manifolds in order
to protect maritime interest of
Pakistan.
While
appreciating
the sound planning of the
management, he said that KS&EW
has become a role model for other
public sector industries, which
is continuously making profit for
last 10 years.
Earlier, Rear Admiral Syed Nasir
Shah, MD KS&EW, in his address
said that construction of 1500

Tons Maritime Patrol Vessel
at Karachi Shipyard is part of
contract between Ministry of
Defence Production and M/s
CSTC, for construction of 6
MPVs for PMSA. He said that
these Maritime Patrol Vessels
will act as a force multiplier for
PMSA in safeguarding maritime
frontiers of Pakistan together
with Pakistan Navy. He added
that all other ongoing projects
at KS&EW, including 600 Tons
MPV for PMSA, 32 Tons Bollard
Pull Tugs, FAC(M)-4 and MultiPurpose Barge are progressing
satisfactorily. He also said
that KS&EW is committed to
deliver high quality platforms
and services to the utmost
satisfaction of the end users.
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COMMANDS UPDATE

Coastal Command’s Annual
Efficiency Competition Parade

And Awards Ceremony

Pakistan Navy Coastal Command
Annual Efficiency Competition
Parade and awards ceremony
held at PNS QASIM Manora.
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice
Admiral Khan Hasham Bin Saddique,
graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
While addressing the Parade, Vice
Chief of the Naval Staff, emphasized
that an efficient and potent Navy
is vital for the protection of
Maritime interests of Pakistan,
especially in the context of CPEC.
He showed immense satisfaction
on professional competency of
Coastal Command through regular
participation in various operational
exercises and its efforts to
enhance vigilance in coastal belt.
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff said
that Pak Marines strength would
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continue to be raised considering
current situation and various
maritime
developments
along
the coast. He also highlighted
that contemporary environment
warrants focus on development of
Special Forces and importance of
their performance during challenging
situations. Vice Chief of the Naval
Staff stressed that combat
potential of Pak Marines and Special
Forces to be further enhanced.
Earlier in his welcome address,
Commander Coastal Command, Vice
Admiral Waseem Akram , highlighted
professional
achievements
of
Coastal Command during 2016 and
apprised the audience that besides
active participation in various
operational
activities,
Coastal

Command endeavored to provide
free medical and educational
facilities in coastal areas to
promote civil military relations.
Later,
Chief
Guest
awarded
efficiency shields to units adjudged
best during the year 2016.

