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C

hief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi visited flood affected areas
of Sujawal to review flood relief
operations by Pakistan Navy.
During the visit a comprehensive
briefing was given to the Naval
Chief regarding on-going rescue
and relief operations. The Admiral
was apprised with detailed review
of inundated areas and on ground
flood situation as well as ongoing
relief and rehabilitation operations

by Pakistan Navy. Speaking on
the occasion, the Naval Chief
underscored that heavy downpours
during ongoing monsoon season
had cost human losses and
damaged infrastructure. He urged
the commitment to overcome
the challenges posed by natural
disaster with continuous efforts
and support. The Admiral also
interacted with troops deployed
in flood affected areas and
appreciated their professional
prowess and dedication for

ensuring timely assistance and
help to the flood affectees. Chief
of the Naval Staff also appreciated
the efforts put in by Pakistan Navy
along with civil administration
and various philanthropist
organizations providing continuous
assistance to our aggrieved
brethren.
Pakistan Navy is actively involved
in helping the flood effected
and stranded personnel all over
Pakistan; whereas, major efforts
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in hand are at Sindh and Balochistan. Major
activities included establishment of Flood Relief
Centers and Central Collection Points all across
the country. PN distributed hundreds of tons
ration, large number of tents & mineral/ fresh
water in various districts. In addition, 19x tent
cities have also been established at Qambar
Shehdad Kot, Dadu, Bhan Syedabad, Sukkur and
Sujawal; wherein, thousands of Personnel have
been accommodated and are being looked after.
Moreover, PN’s Emergency Response teams
(ERTs) deployed across Pakistan have rescued
score of stranded personnel till to date. These
ERTs are equipped with 54 x motorized boats
and 02 x Hovercraft. PN has also deployed 02
x helicopters in interior Sindh, which in 68 x
sorties, rescued hundred of stranded people
and distributed packets of ration amongst them.
In furtherance, 08 x Diving Teams of Pak Navy
have also carried out 27 x Diving Ops in affected
areas across the Pakistan. Pakistan Navy has
organized 86 x Medical Camps till to date in
which 94,999 x patients have been treated.
Pakistan Navy wide scale Humanitarian
Assistance & Disaster Relief (HADR) operations
continue in far-flung rural areas of Sindh
including Sujawal, Jati, Said Pur, Sahto Goth,
Lothio Goth, Jamali Goth, Mallah Goth, Panhwar
Goth, Urki, Uthal, Lakhra, Mureed Khoso, Pir
Jhalu, Keti Bandar, Shah Bandar, Chuhar Jamali,
Ghotki, Pir Dino Shah, Saindad Alyani and Mir
Pur Khas.
Pakistan Navy personnel rescued locals
stranded inside flooded homes and shifted
them to safer locations.
De-flooding operations are paced up in different
areas by PN rescue teams. Pakistan Navy is
determined to continue the rescue and relief
operation till the rehabilitation of all distressed
countrymen.
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INDUCTION CEREMONY OF

ATR -77
ATR -79
& ROLL OUT CEREMONY OF

I

nduction ceremony of ATR-77 and
roll out ceremony of upgraded
ATR-79 was held at Karachi.
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee General Nadeem Raza
graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
These newly inducted and upgraded
aircrafts are equipped with state-ofthe-art weapons and sensors which
will provide operational flexibility to
PN Fleet.
Speaking on the occasion, Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
highlighted the importance
of developing geo-strategic
environment in Indian Ocean Region
and emphasized the need to have
potent naval forces in order to

counter emerging challenges.
The Chief Guest underlined the
importance of strong maritime
defence for Pakistan and reiterated
that induction of modern aircrafts
will enhance Pakistan Navy’s
capability of safeguarding our
maritime frontiers. Earlier, while
addressing at the ceremony,
Commander Pakistan Fleet Vice
Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami
underlined that Pakistan Navy is
maintaining perpetual readiness
through forward deployments in
order to deter and give befitting
response to any nefarious
designs of adversary. Pakistan
Naval Air Arm has successfully
established ATR Depot Level
Maintenance (DLM) facility and
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independently conducted maiden
major maintenance checks of ATR
79. After successful conversion
of commercial varient of ATR into
maritime patrol aircraft under ATR
upgrade project, PN has gradually
acquired self-reliance in aircraft
maintenance and is geared up
for undertaking complete aircraft
major structural and avionics
inspections as per OEM standards.
The ceremony was attended by
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi and
serving/ retired officers from TriServices.
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PAKISTAN NAVY OBSERVES

DEFENCE &
MARTYRS DAY
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P

akistan Navy celebrated
Defence Day of Pakistan
with reverence and effervescent
spirit. The day was observed to
commemorate supreme sacrifices
of Armed Forces, Shuhada,
Ghazis and national heroes who
stood against the enemy with
unparalleled display of unity and
tenacity during 1965 Indo-Pak
War.
In his message on the occasion,
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
paid homage to the Shuhada
and Ghazis who with their
unprecedented valour and selfless
sacrifices defeated enemy’s
nefarious designs. The Naval Chief

underlined the exceptional unity
and unwavering resolve with which
the entire nation stood behind its
Armed Forces to foil brazen act
of aggression by the adversary.
The Admiral reiterated the resolve
and commitment to defend our
motherland with unflinching faith
and entire wherewithal at our
disposal.
The day dawned with special
prayers offered in all naval
mosques for preservation of
integrity and sovereignty of
Pakistan. Quran Khawani was
held for interminable peace of
Shuhada of the 1965 war. Vice
Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral
Faisal Rasul Lodhi laid floral

wreath at Shuhada’s Monument
at Naval Headquarters Islamabad.
Wreath laying ceremonies and
Fateha Khawani were also held
at Shuhada’s memorials at Field
Command Headquarters.
Flag hoisting ceremonies
were held at all naval units
and establishments wherein
Commanding Officers of all units
and establishments addressed
special gatherings of officers and
men and highlighted significance
of the day. All ships and
establishments were decorated
and illuminated in accordance with
naval traditions.
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NAVAL LENS
INTERNATIONAL
FEATURED NEWS

DARPA ANCILLARY
VTOL X-PLANE

ANCILLARY would allow warfighters to
deploy, retrieve VTOL systems without
infrastructure

DARPA’s Advanced airCraft Infrastructure-Less
Launch and Recovery X-Plane program, nicknamed
ANCILLARY, aims to develop and flight demonstrate
critical technologies required for a leap ahead in
vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL), low-weight, highpayload, and long-endurance capabilities. The goal is
to build a plane that can launch from ship flight decks
and small austere land locations in adverse weather
without launch and recovery equipment typically
needed for these systems.

TURKISH
TF-2000
AIR DEFENSE
DESTROYER
PROJECT
The TF-2000 destroyers will be
capable of detecting low/medium/
high altitude short/medium/long
range guided missiles and ballistic
missiles, as well as destroying nonballistic missiles.

The destroyers will have an
overall length of 166 meters with
a beam of 21.5 meters, and a
draft of 5.4 meters. Main power
will come from two gas turbine
and two diesel engines (CODOG
configuration), delivering a top
speed of 28+ knots.

Courtesy:

www.navalnews.com

The destroyers’ radar crosssectional structure, underwater
acoustic, magnetic, and infrared
signatures will be reduced. The
destroyers will be outfitted with
GENESIS ADVENT command and
control systems which offers to
operate under a network-centic
environment.
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IN SEPTEMBER
Sep 11, 1948: The Royal Pakistan Navy had the profound privilege of providing the gun

carriage that carried the body of the Father of the Nation Quaid-e- Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah from Governor-General House to his last resting
place.
Sep 30, 1949: Two R Class destroyers HMPS TIPPU SULTAN (Ex-HMS ONLOW) and HMPS
TARIQ (EX- HMS OFFA) were acquired from the UK and commissioned in the
RPN and formed part of the 25th Destroyer Flotilla.
Sep 23, 1953: HMPS SHIFA was commissioned as the Navy’s first hospital.
Sep 07, 1954: The Graving Dock was inaugurated at the RPN Dockyard at West Wharf.
HMPS TARIQ was the first ship to be eased into the graving dock.
Sep 24, 1954: HMPS KARSAZ was commissioned at its new site at Drigh Road (now
Shahra-e-Faisal).
Sep 08, 1958: The town of Gwadar on Makran Coast was handed over to Pakistan by
the Sultanate of Oman. A ceremony for this was held ashore, under the
arrangements of the cruiser PNS BABUR anchored in the Gwatar East Bay.
Sep 06, 1965: 1965 Indo-Pak War commenced, and all operational units of the PN Flotilla
deployed at sea. The units included (PN ships BABUR, BADR, KHAIBAR,
SHAHJAHAN, ALAMGIR, JAHANGIR, TIPPUSULTAN, DACCA, and the
Submarine GHAZI. PNS TUGHRIL was in refit but joined the Flotilla on 21
September 1965.
Sep 08, 1965: PN Flotilla units BABUR, BADR, KHAIBAR, JAHANGIR, ALAMGIR,
SHAHJAHAN, and TIPPU SULTAN bombarded Indian Defence Installations
located at the coastal town of Dwarka in the 1965 India-Pakistan War.
Sep 22, 1965: PNS/M GHAZI (S130), while deployed off Bombay engaged an Indian Navy
Frigate, and thus became the first PN Submarine to ever fire torpedoes in
anger.
Sep 23, 1965: A ceasefire was announced and the Indo-Pak War of 1965 came to an end.

Sep 13, 1970: Pakistan Naval Academy was established on the premises of former PNS

BAHADUR on Manora Island. The unit was commissioned as PNS RAHBAR.
Sep 16, 1970: PNS TITUMIR was commissioned at Khulna, East Pakistan.
Sep 24, 1974: The first of the seven Westland sea king helicopters acquired from the UK,
inducted into the service marking the introduction of naval aviation and
induction of rotary wing aircraft in the service, and the establishment of III
ASW Squadron.
Sep 26, 1975: PNS MEHRAN was commissioned as the base for the Naval Air Arm.

Sep 09, 1978: The first pair of the six Gearing (FRAM 1) Class Destroyers acquired from

the USA were commissioned as PNS TARIQ 165 (Ex USS WILTSIE) and
PNS TAIMUR 166 (Ex USS EPPERSON) at a simple ceremony in San Diego,
California USA.
Sep 30, 1980: The second pair of the six Gearing class destroyers acquired from the USA
were commissioned as PNS TUGHRIL 167 (Ex USS HENDERSON) and PNS
TIPPU SULTAN 168 (Ex USS DAMATO).
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Sep 24, 1981: Four HEGU class Fast Attack Craft (Missile) was acquired from China and

commissioned as HAIBAT, JALALAT, JURRAT, and.
Sep 12, 1992: The Missile Depot was commissioned as PNS AATISH at Mauripur.
Sep 24, 1992: The first of the three Eridan class Mine hunters ( Ex FNS SAGITTAIRE)
acquired from France was commissioned as PNS MUNSIF in France.

Sep 13, 1993: The second Type 21 Frigate to be acquired from the UK, HMS AMAZON was
commissioned as PNS BABUR (D-182) at Portsmouth, UK.
Sep 26, 1993: Bahria Auditorium was inaugurated adjacent to the PNS JAUHAR.
Sep 13, 1994: First Two of the three Lynx Helicopters acquired from the UK were inducted
into the service leading to the formation of 222 Squadron.

Sep 23, 1994: The last pair of the 6 Type-21 Frigates acquired from the UK, (Ex HMS

AVENGER) and (EX HMS ACTIVE) was commissioned into the PN as PNS
TIPPU SULTAN and PNS SHAHJAHAN at Portsmouth, UK.
Sep 08, 1995: The first-ever ‘Navy Day’ was celebrated to commemorate the navy’s
performance during the 1965 War.

Sep 16, 1995: Graduate-level programs were introduced; BBA/BCS classes commenced at
the Bahria Colleges.

Sep 30, 1999: The Second Fast Attack Craft (Missile) to be indigenously constructed was
commissioned as PNS SHUJAAT.

Sep 26, 2008: The third Indigenously constructed AGOSTA 90B PN Submarine PNS/M

HAMZA was commissioned.
Sep 19, 2009: Induction Ceremony of the first F-22P Frigate PNS ZULFIQAR held at PN
Dockyard.

Sep 15, 2010: The third F-22P Frigate PNS SAIF was commissioned.
Sep 23, 2010: The first PN Sail Training (Tall Ship) was acquired and
commissioned as PNS RAHNAWARD at Hull UK.

Sep 02, 2014: The 2nd batch of Alouette Helicopters was inducted.
Sep 03, 2014: PN Aviation Base PNS SIDDIQ commissioned at Turbat.
Sep 06, 2014: PNS ZULFIQUAR successfully put down an attempt

by terrorists to hijack her in the port of Karachi.
Sep 15, 2015: PN hosted the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium
(IONS) Working Group & Preparatory Workshop in
Karachi. 30 delegates from 17 countries participated.
Sep 16, 2016: Pak Marines 6th Force Protection Battalion raised.
Sep 17, 2016: Launching of 3rd FAC (M) and Keel Laying of 600
Tons Maritime Patrol Vessel performed at KS&EW.

Sep 21, 2017: Inauguration Ceremony of newly established

Interventional Cardiac Unit held at Pakistan Navy
Hospital SHIFA was held
in Karachi.
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CHIEF OF
ROYAL
MALAYSIAN
NAVY

VISITS PAKISTAN

C

hief of Royal Malaysian Navy
Admiral Tan Sri Mohd Reza bin
Mohd Sany called on Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi at Naval
Headquarters, Islamabad.
Upon arrival at Naval
Headquarters, Chief of Malaysian
Navy was received by the Naval
Chief and presented Guard of
Honour. Afterwards, the visiting
dignitary laid floral wreath at
Shuhada monument and later
was introduced to Principal Staff
Officers at Naval Headquarters.

Chief of Malaysian Navy called on
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
in his office. During the meeting,
matters of mutual interest
including bilateral collaborations
and regional maritime security
milieu were discussed. The Naval
Chief highlighted Pakistan Navy
initiative of Regional Maritime
Security Patrols for ensuring
maritime security and peace in
the region. The visiting Admiral
appreciated Pakistan Navy’s
efforts and initiatives in support
of collaborative maritime security
in the region. Chief of Malaysian

PRESIDENT PAKISTAN
DR. ARIF ALVI
CONFERRED NISHANE-IMTIAZ (MILITARY)
UPON ADMIRAL TAN
SRI MOHD REZA BIN
MOHD SANY

Navy was also given detailed
briefing on Pakistan Navy roles
and operational capabilities.
The recent visit of Chief of
Malaysian Navy is expected
to further enhance bilateral
collaboration between the two
countries.
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6th

CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF
MESSAGE ON DEFENCE &
MARTYRS DAY

September is a day of
reckoning in our national
history. It reminds us of the
exceptional unity and unwavering
resolve with which the entire nation
stood behind its Armed Forces to
foil brazen act of aggression by
the adversary. It reverberates the
unprecedented valour exhibited by our
Armed Forces and selfless sacrifices
made by the nation to defeat enemy’s
nefarious designs.
At this juncture, we acknowledge the
sacrifices made by our Shuhadas and
Ghazis who displayed unshakable
resolve against a much larger
adversary. The daring ‘Operation
SOMNATH’ by Pakistan Navy Ships
to destroy Indian radar station and
shore installations at Dwarka, on the
Gujrat Coast marked the uncontested
dominance right from the onset of

the war. PN Submarine Ghazi acted as
an impenetrable shield at sea and a
vital deterrent, forcing the enemy to
espouse evasion and stifled the Indian
Fleet within the harbour.
Pakistan Navy is entrusted with
the sacred responsibility to guard
maritime frontiers of the motherland.
It is undertaking round the clock
operations and has demonstrated
its capability and vigilance in recent
crises, notably by detecting, tracking
and banishing adversary’s submarines
from our waters. In today’s challenging
maritime arena, Pakistan Navy has
been at the forefront in ensuring
safety and security of international
waters through collaborative and
independent initiatives. Pakistan
Navy is also spearheading various
initiatives to jump start Pakistan’s Blue
Economy in line with Government’s
renewed focus on maritime sector

and is proactively playing its part,
especially through systematic survey of
offshore resources within our Exclusive
Economic Zone to boost national
economy.
Pakistan Navy is also contributing to
the onerous task of nation building
besides its core tasks of deterring
war and ensuring maritime defence.
On this day, we reaffirm our resolve
and revitalize efforts to assist our
countrymen afflicted by recent floods,
especially those along the coast as
well as interior Sindh and Balochistan,
and vindicate ourselves as a resilient
nation. We owe it to Allah SWT’s
special blessings to bestow us with the
strength and fortitude to surmount all
challenges courageously and cohesively
while safeguarding our national
security interests.
Today, all the Officers, CPOs/ Sailors
and Pakistan Navy Civilians, reiterate
the resolve and commitment to defend
our motherland with unflinching faith
and entire wherewithal at our disposal.
May Allah be our Guide and Protector.

8th

September, the Navy Day
is a glorious reminiscence
of our nation’s history
celebrated every year to acknowledge
the sacrifices, spirit and iconic
contributions of our Naval heroes
during the 1965 War. The day reminds
us of the heroic deeds and daring
achievements of our Ghazis and
Shuhadas who fought gallantly with
absolute faith in Allah SWT. This
day marks a golden chapter in our
rich naval history and is a source of
inspiration and pride for our future
generations.
On the night of 7/8 September
1965, a Flotilla comprising seven
major Warships of Pakistan Navy,
in a daring operation code named
‘SOMNATH’, bombarded Indian Port
of Dwarka. The swift and precise
action destroyed important shore
installations including Indian radar
station and a radio beacon directing
Indian Air Force Bombers for attacks
on Karachi, foiling the Indian plans.
Navy Day is also in commemoration
of PN lone Submarine Ghazi’s historic
achievements in 1965 War which
reigned supreme and operated

CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF
MESSAGE ON NAVY DAY
unchallenged at sea throughout the
war. Her presence in the vicinity of
Indian Port kept the Indian Navy
Ships including their Aircraft Carrier
bottled up in harbour and too
petrified to venture into the North
Arabian Sea.

Pakistan Navy with its increasing
responsibilities has emerged as a
vibrant and potent naval force in the
region. PN is proactively contributing
in collaborative maritime security
initiatives as partner of international
navies for a secure maritime order
in the region and beyond. PN is
alive to its national obligations in
the success of CPEC Project and is
ensuring vital and focused security.
The Navy besides vigilantly
guarding country’s maritime
frontiers is committed to the
development of maritime sector
and bringing dividends of Blue

Economy to the nation.

As we commemorate the spirit
of Navy Day, all ranks of Pakistan
Navy reaffirm solidarity with their
Kashmiri brethren and denounce
the blatant and illegal annexation
of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (IIOJK). Pakistan will
continue to support Kashmiris’
rightful struggle in accordance with
the aspirations of Kashmiri people
and the relevant UNSC Resolutions.
Today, Officers, Men and Women of
Pakistan Navy renew their resolve
and commitment to stand firm in the
face of any adversity and defend our
beloved motherland, to the last man
and last drop of blood.
May Allah SWT be our Guide and
Protector (Ameen).
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WORLD

PAKISTAN NAVY OBSERVES

MARITIME
DAY

Navy News 21

P

akistan Navy celebrated World
Maritime Day (WMD) 2022.
The theme of WMD for this year
was ‘New Technologies for Greener
Shipping’ which reflects the need
for greener transition of maritime
sector for its sustainable future,
in line with the UN sustainable
Development Goals.
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi in
his message on World Maritime
Day underscored that greener
shipping calls for new technologies
that enable production of clean,
cost effective and energy efficient
fuel. The Naval Chief highlighted
that the newer technologies must
also aim to reduce impacts on
marine environment which requires
close collaboration between

Governments, industry, academia
and maritime sector.
On WMD, Pakistan Navy organized
a range of activities to highlight
the significance of maritime sector.
Major events include a seminar
organized at Pakistan Navy War
College Lahore under the auspices
of Maritime Centre of Excellence.
Prof Dr Rukhsana David Principal
Kinnaird College for Women Lahore
graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
The Seminar was attended by
students and faculty of various
universities and think tanks.
During the event, prize distribution
for 3rd Inter University Essay
Competition was also held.
Other activities across PN units
included awareness walks, Karachi
harbour cleaning, maritime

awareness lectures at Bahria
Colleges/ Universities and Essay
competitions at Field Commands.
A comprehensive media awareness
campaign on World Maritime Day
was also launched highlighting the
theme and potential of maritime
sector of Pakistan. Events
organized on World Maritime Day
play an important role in enhancing
maritime awareness among the
masses.
Pakistan Navy is fully cognizant
of the importance of creating
maritime awareness and exploiting
full potential of Blue Economy.
On this important day, PN pledge
to optimally contribute towards
sustainable development of
maritime sector in Pakistan.
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CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF
MESSAGE ON WMD-2022
Shipping is the most efficient and
cost effective method of international
transportation, facilitating commerce
and global trade to create prosperity
among nations and people.
In order to reap the benefits
of shipping in the long run, its
sustainability will be a key
priority as its volume continues
to grow. This necessitates energy
efficiency, new technology and
innovation, maritime education and
training, maritime _ traffic
management and development
of maritime infrastructure, of
international standards.

W

orld Maritime Day is celebrated
every year to focus on the
importance of shipping safety,
maritime security and marine
environment. This year, the theme
of World Maritime Day is ‘New
Technologies for Greener Shipping’.

It is estimated that the shipping
industry releases around 3% of world’s
Carbon Dioxide into the atmosphere
on annual basis contributing sizably to
the overall impact on climate change.
Therefore, in order to curtail global
warming, IMO has made it obligatory
for ships to slash to half, respective
Green House Gas (GHG) emissions
under the concept

of Greener Shipping, by 2050.
This year’s theme reflects the need for
greener transition of maritime sector
for its Sustainable future, in line with
the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. Greener shipping calls for new
technologies that enable production
of fuels which are clean, cost effective
and increase energy efficiency of ships.
Moreover, efficient ports through their
digitization is needed to complement
such a transition. Newer technologies
must therefore, aim to reduce and
prevent any adverse impacts on
the marine environment and its
biodiversity. This requires close
collaboration between governments,
industry, academia and the maritime
sector to accrue maximum benefit.
Pakistan Navy, being a major
stakeholder in the maritime sector
is well cognizant of the importance
of creating maritime awareness and
exploiting full potential of Blue
Economy. On this important day, we
pledge to make concerted efforts for
sustainable development of maritime
sector in Pakistan and address the
challenges facing us in pursuit of
greener transition. I look forward to a
profound and cumulative response by
all Stakeholders in this regard.
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n the 1971 War analysis, the
development of PN presence
along the coast West and South
East of Karachi was considered
strategically important for the
navy. The development of coastal
stations thus became an urgent
priority. Several projects were
initiated and completed, however
physical positioning of resources
on the coast remained plagued on
various counts – most important
being mobility. It remained in
that state till Admiral Karamat
Rahman Niazi NI(M), SJ took
office, and efforts for establishing
the PN presence on the coast
west of Karachi were revived in
full earnest, starting with the
‘hammerhead series of war games
in July 1979’. Albeit, the impetus
for these efforts, also came from
the induction in the early / midseventies of patrol craft and
naval rotary-wing aircraft, whose
operational doctrine required that
for optimum utilization they should
be forward-positioned in the

theatre of operations.
Late Admiral Niazi, the former Chief
of the Naval Staff was a visionary
naval officer and a dynamic leader
credited for several initiatives.
Pioneer of the PN submarine
service, he was deeply respected
for his insight into naval strategy
and penchant for establishing and
developing PN presence along the
coast and its hinterland.
The archives center recently
recorded impressions of Rear
Admiral (Retd) Nashat Raffi (then
Flag Lieutenant) of the former Chief
as he reminisced the memories
of ‘two landmark visits’ to the
Makran coast. These visits are,
considered to be the epoch events
that initiated all activity relating to
the formal commencement of PN
presence & related development of
the Makran.
Day Long Trek on Ormara Head
On one of our trips to Karachi
in June 1980, Admiral Niazi

Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS),
directed me to speak with the
Commander of Naval Aviation
and arrange a helicopter for
him to visit the Coastal Areas.
A SEAKING helicopter was
accordingly made available; the
CNS however directed that an
Alouette, be provided in lieu as
he wanted to first do an aerial
recce and decide a location on the
barren hammerhead at Ormara
where the helicopter could touch
down and land him and the Flag
Lieutenant for a trek on foot.
The COMNAV advised the CNS
on the risk the planned trek
entailed on a hitherto never visited
location as well as violating of
SOP restricting air travel of the
Service Chief on a single-engine
aircraft. The Admiral’s response
was “Oh bhai don’t worry I can
take care of myself – moreover,
my pistol-armed SSG N qualified
Flag lieutenant is going to be by
my side”. We departed shortly
thereafter and headed for Ormara.
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On arrival overhead the
Ormara plateau, we circled the
hammerhead and a site on the
western edge of the hammerhead
was mutually selected by the
Admiral and the pilot Lt. Wajid
Abbas Mian, where we touched
down. The turbulent air currents
created by the helicopter rotor
downwash threw up clouds of dust
and loose soil particles into the air.
Once the dust settled, only I and
the CNS disembarked as planned –
the pilot took off shortly thereafter
and flew to the improvised helipad
developed by the Coast Guard
on the isthmus connecting the
Ormara plateau with the town of
Ormara some 1600 feet below. We
instructed the pilot to pick us up
from a suitable site after about 6
hours.
We began our approximately 10
KM long trek at about 10 AM, the
Admiral was carrying a walking
stick and I had a rucksack with
a water bottle, some biscuits, a
strip or two of band- aid, a pocket
camera, and a Wireless set.
The weather was very hot, the
baked, undulated and the barren
surface of the hammerhead was
interspersed with some shrubbery,
bushes providing shelter
and food for snakes,
and big herbivorous
lizards resembling
Iguanas which
roamed the area.
The able-bodied
Admiral was
so fit, that it
was difficult
to keep pace
with him.
His recce

of the terrain of the wedgeshaped hammerhead was
thorough; a clear sketch had
been developed in his mind as
to how the lay of the land and
its topographical features could
be best used to facilitate an
operationally advantageous yet
economic development of naval
and maritime facilities on the
hammerhead. He felt that the
immediate need was to site a
radar and communications facility
on the Ormara hammerhead –
crystalizing of thoughts on Project
‘Mianwali’ had begun.
Our recovery from the eastern
edge of the plateau was not as
smooth as we envisaged; the
helicopter could not identify a
suitable/safe enough site to touch
down and embark us – therefore
he was asked to stay put at the
makeshift helipad. Meanwhile,
we were helped by some locals
to make use of ropes and chains
that they had tied along the
slopes of the eastern edge for
their occasional personal use. Our
decent using these jury-rigged
ropes & chains was very risky and
it took about 2 hours to reach the
bottom of the ridge, from where

a coast guard vehicle took us to
the helipad. We returned to PNS
MEHRAN at around 1800 hrs and
were received by COMNAV and
Cdr Air so very anxious about our
safety and the day’s proceeds. A
detailed meeting commenced in
the MEHRAN conference room
immediately thereafter, at which
Admiral Niazi shared with the
DCNS(O), DNO, DW&CE, and
HPN his impressions of his visit
and gave directions on how he
expected matters to proceed
thereafter. The DW&CE was
assigned the first task namely –
construction on a priority basis of
a road to enable vehicle access to
the top of the plateau.
Stepping ashore without Wading
Having initiated the planning and
issued directions for expeditious
execution of work to facilitate
positioning of the ‘navy’s
eyes and ears’
on the
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hammerhead at Ormara, Admiral
Niazi, focused on developing
the first-ever jetty on the entire
Makran coast. The genesis of his
efforts in this direction lay in the
impressions he had gathered during
‘Exercise November Handicap’ held
in November 1968. All operational
units of the PN including his
submarine GHAZI had moved and
operated from Gwadar East Bay
for an extended period during this
exercise. Alas, the non- availability
of a single jetty at that or any other
location on the coast had deprived
the flotilla units of any opportunity
to receive logistic support – all
movement ashore entailed wading
through the sea.
A great proponent of personally
doing things – during his time
as Fleet Commander in the
early seventies and later in the
late seventies; the Admiral had
spent a lot of time studying the
hydrographic surveys undertaken
by the HPN. He concluded that
Gwadar East Bay provided the best
location to construct a jetty; to
confirm this he surveyed suitable
sites – including one occasion
when boarded a Howrah, stood in
the bows of the boat, and used a

handmade crude spur to measure
sounding.
One day in the winter of 1980 he
directed that all his PSOs and the
DW&CE accompany him on a trip to
Gwadar. Meanwhile, coastguards
had been asked to coordinate
the logistics and transportation
from the airport to the Gwadar
Hammerhead. We traveled from
Karachi to Gwadar by a PIA Fokker,
on arrival we were received by the
DG Coastguards and notables of the
area. Soon after arrival, all present
embarked on four jeeps, and the
security detail followed on a
pickup. We moved on a part shingle
part sand dirt track and arrived
on the east edge of the Gwadar
Hammerhead.
We were conducted to a typical
Army-style briefing stand under
khaki canvas fly sheets, rigged
to face the sea. Camp stools and
some chairs were arranged in
three rows facing the chairs was a
black board and a board on which
charts had been pinned. Two Tents
were marked as a cookhouse
and place for the call of nature. A
doctor was at hand – just in case
the journey on the rugged terrain

and wilderness had any effect
on the men in whites. A gentle
sea breeze was blowing keeping
the temperature cool. Admiral
Niazi admired the vastness of
the seascape as it was observed
from the stand. He reiterated
the advantage that a permanent
presence of the navy at such
a location would accrue to the
country, while also lamenting the
absence of even a single jetty on
the entire Makran Coast.
Underscoring his vision for Gwadar,
he said he wanted to see Gwadar
as a Strategic Naval Base in the
future from where all the traffic
going IN and OUT of the Gulf could
be monitored. Concluding his talk
he said – first things must come
first – therefore what he wanted
was that ‘a gabion jetty is to be
built at Gwadar forthwith’ so that
passenger boats and shallow draft
craft could secure alongside and
men could step ashore, transfer
material without wading through
the water. The Admiral went a step
further and marked on the chart the
exact location at which the gabion
jetty construction and erection is to
take place at the foot of the eastern
edge of the Gwadar hammerhead.
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This was followed by his narrating of
a personal experience, whereby he
had seen such jetties in operation in
Sweden and Denmark. A discussion
between the DW&CE, the coast
guard, and others followed, on the
design of the gabions – at the end of
which the CNS, Admiral Niazi ruled
that DW&CE should immediately
arrange to get the steel wire nets
fabricated from the market and
transported to Gwadar by road to
the site at which the jetty is to be
erected. Local labor and a crane
borrowed from FWO would be hired
to work under the supervision of
divers from PNS IQBAL. Jointly they
will be responsible to fill the ‘steel
wire gabion cages’ with stones and
erect the jetty, before the onset
of the next monsoon. Lt. Cdr R U
Khan (later R/Adm) was assigned
as the project officer. He completed
the project within the assigned
time – for posterity, therefore, it
may be known that PNS IQBAL,
too had contributed to establishing
the navy’s presence ashore on the
Makran coast and strengthening the
PN’s ability to monitor the Northern
Arabian Sea.
The aforesaid was indeed the firstever practical measure relating to
the ‘forward posture of a defensive
navy’. So dedicated and consistent
were Admiral Niazi’s thoughts for
the development of this posture that
in the Winter of 1981 he persuaded
and brought Commander Fahd of
RSNF to Gwadar to show PN desires
towards development of the PN’s
presence on the Makran Coast.

