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PNS JAHANGIR (D -162)
HMS CRISPIN was sold to the Pakistan Navy
on 18 February 1958 and commissioned as
PNS JAHANGIR. Before being transferred
she was given a refit by Thornycroft at
Woolston. As part of this refit, the gun
turret was reinstated in the ‘B’ position.
The gun at ‘X’ position was removed and
replaced by two Squid anti-submarine mortars. She was formally handed over to the
Pakistan Navy at Southampton in 1958, Cdr
(G) M.Afzal (P.No 68) was the first CO. The
refit and transfer were made under a US
contract and transferred to the Pakistan
Navy as part of the Military Assistance
Program.

Pakistan Army units to enable their recapture of the HQ of the East Bengal Regiment
overrun by Mukti Bahini. For this operation,
her commanding Officer in 1971, Cdr T K
Khan PN (later Admiral and CNS) who had
earlier also served on her -during the 1965
war as Executive Officer; very cautiously maneuvered his ship so that surprise could be
achieved and effective fire could be brought
on the rebel-held EBR HQ.

Working on a tight schedule and creeping
along an unchartered creek, the CO positioned his ship at a location at which the
ship could effectively communicate with
an observer positioned on high ground at
The Ship had an illustrious career and
mid- distance. Fire for effect was ordered as
formed part of the 25th Destroyer Squadsoon as the first round a smoke round was
ron. In 1959 she played a significant role in
observed to have fallen bang on the target.
East Pakistan when her commanding officer The results of the NGS were fabulous, inCdr Ibn-e-Ali PN assisted the commission
cluding at least one shell landing in the EBR
in drawing up the ‘River Naaf’ agreement
HQ’s adjutant’s office as confirmed by a Pak
signed between Burma and Pakistan’s East- Army Major (later Brigadier) who entered
ern Wing in 1959. During the 1965 war, she
the premises of the EBR HQ after it had
participated in the bombardment of Dwarka been retaken by the Pakistan Army troops.
and was tasked for ‘Heaving Line Transfer’
of the first-ever offensive action undertaken PNS JAHANGIR Decommissioned in 1982 and
by the PN ‘Operation Somnath (bombardher hulk was used as the ‘target ship’ for the
ment of Dwarka). Again in
first-ever surface to surface missile firing in
April 1971, while stationed
the PN – Hego Class missile PNS JALALAT
at Chittagong as the guard
scored a hit on her at 15 nm.
ship she provided accurate
‘Gun Fire Support’ to the
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PAKISTAN NAVY TAKES OVER
COMMAND OF MULTINATIONAL
COMBINED TASK FORCE-151

P

akistan Navy has taken over
Command of Multinational
Combined Task Force 151
(CTF-151) from Royal Jordanian
Navy at the Change of Command
ceremony being held at HQ US
NAVCENT, Bahrain. Commodore
Ahmed Hussain of Pakistan Navy
took over the Command from
Colonel Mohammad Ismail AlTarawneh of Royal Jordanian Navy.

responsibility. He reaffirmed his
resolve to continue operations with
zeal and zest.

Speaking on the Occasion, PN
Commander Combined Task
Force-151 (CCTF-151) Commodore
Ahmed Hussain assured that
his team is fully prepared to
efficiently shoulder this challenging

Pakistan Navy has the distinction
of commanding CTF-151 nine
times prior to present Command.
Earlier, this year Pakistan Navy
took over the Command of
CTF-150 for the 12th time. Pakistan

The mission of CTF-151 is to deter,
disrupt, suppress piracy and armed
robbery at sea. The Task Force
engages with regional and other
partners to strengthen relevant
capabilities in order to protect
global maritime commerce.

Navy has distinction amongst
CMF partner nations to Command
the two Task Forces concurrently.
The historic achievement speaks
of not only PN dedication and
commitment to maritime peace
and stability in the region but
also of the trust reposed by world
navies.
The change of Command ceremony
was attended by Military and
civilian dignitaries, Ambassadors
of Pakistan and Kingdom of Jordan
and senior officers from other
navies forming the maritime
coalition.
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COMMAND &
STAFF CONFERENCE
C

ommand and Staff
Conference of Pakistan
Navy held at Naval
Headquarters, Islamabad
and was chaired by Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi.
During the conference,
matters related to geo
strategic milieu, national
security, operational
preparedness, training and
welfare of troops were
reviewed. Comprehensive
briefings on important
on-going and future
developmental projects of
Pakistan Navy were also
given to Chief of the Naval
Staff.
The Naval Chief expressed
confidence over combat
readiness and significant

contributions of the Navy
in maritime domain.
He emphasized over
strengthening maritime
security and to effectively
respond to any aggression
against Pakistan. The Naval
Chief lauded the initiatives
undertaken towards
capability development
through acquisition of
emerging technologies.
He also appreciated the
Field Commanders for
the successful conduct of
Exercise Seaspark 22.
Command & Staff Conference
is the apex decision making
body of Pakistan Navy in
which Chief of the Naval
Staff along with all Principal
Staff Officers and Field
Commanders undertake
review of Pakistan Navy’s
Policies and Plans.

THE NAVAL
CHIEF
LAUDED THE
INITIATIVES
UNDERTAKEN
TOWARDS
CAPABILITY
DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH
ACQUISITION
OF EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES
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P

akistan Navy Ship
SHAMSHEER visited Port
Mina Salman, Bahrain during
deployment on Regional Maritime
Security Patrol (RMSP). The ship
is patrolling in assigned areas and
contributing towards international
efforts to ensure maritime security
in the region.
Upon arrival at Port, the ship
was warmly received by Naval
& Air Attaché of Pakistan and
Senior National representative
of Pakistan, at HQ NAVCENT,
Bahrain. During the stay at
port, the Commanding Officer
PNS SHAMSHEER Called on

Commander Royal Bahrain
Naval Forces, Commander Coast
Guard Bahrain and Commander
Combined Maritime Forces.
During the interactions, matters
of mutual interest were discussed
and further enhancements of
bilateral ties in all spheres were
reaffirmed. Commanding Officer
of PN Ship conveyed well wishes
of Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi for
the officers and men of Bahrain
Naval Forces.
During port visit, various
professional exchange and
orientation visits were arranged

between PNS SHAMSHEER and
Bahrain Defence Forces.
While deployed for Regional
Maritime Security Patrol (RMSP),
PNS SHAMSHEER apprehended
the suspicious vessel and seized
narcotics valued Rs 90 Million
in International Market. The
successful execution of antinarcotics operation is a strong
demonstration of Pakistan Navy
resolve to deter and disrupt illegal
activities in maritime Zone of
Pakistan.
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DIGNITARIES
VISIT NHQ

The visiting dignitaries appreciated Pakistan Navy’s efforts and
initiatives in support of collaborative maritime security and stability
in the region. Matters of bilateral collaborations and regional security
milieu were discussed.

Naval Chief exchanging views with
the First Deputy Defence Minister
& Chief of General Staff Armed
Forces of Republic of Kazakhstan,
Lieutenant
General
Khussainov
Marat Rakhimovich

CNS
interacts
with
Egyptian
Ambasssador to Pakistan, H.E.
Mr Tarek Mohamed Dahroug

Navy News 7

The Chief of Defence Staff Nigerian
Armed Forces, General Lucky Elionye
Onyenuchea
Irabor,
discussed
matters of mutual interests with the
Naval Chief

Ambassador of Republic of Poland
to Pakistan, H.E Maciej Pisarski
interacted with CNS

Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Syed Faisal Ali Sabzwari,
discussed various aspects of
maritime arena during interaction
with the Naval Chief
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PN-USN JOINT NAVAL EXERCISE

INSPIRED UNION
P

akistan and US Navy conducted
bilateral Naval Exercise Inspired
Union in North Arabian Sea. The exercise
was aimed to rehearse maritime
procedures and enhance interoperability
in naval operations.
During conduct of exercise at high
seas, ships from both navies rehearsed
maritime maneuvers to counter

asymmetric threats, mine counter
measures and Search & Rescue
operations.
Conduct of bilateral exercises is indicative
of PN’s recognition as a reckonable force
and shows resolve to maintain regional
stability and good order at sea.

PN & USN
REHEARSED
MARITIME
MANEUVERS
TO COUNTER
ASYMMETRIC
THREATS, MINE
COUNTER
MEASURES AND
SEARCH & RESCUE
OPERATIONS
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GLIMPSES

PN-USN JOINT DRILLS
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PN RECKONER

EVENTS IN MAY

Source: PN History Cell

May 1951: The RPN Fleet was organized into 25th Destroyer
Flotilla, 25th Frigate Flotilla, 51st Mine Sweeping
Flotilla (later changed to 33rd), and 342nd SDML
Flotilla.
May 20, 1965: The first of the four Town class Fast Patrol
Boats (JESSORE (P-141), COMILLA (P-142),
RAJSHAHI (P-140) and SYLHET) (P-143) built by
Brooke Marine Ltd of the UK for Pakistan Navy
commissioned as PNS JESSORE (P-141).
May 13, 1968: PNS IQBAL commissioned as a base for Special
Services Group (Navy).
May 26, 1970: PNS BAHADUR de-commissioned and training of
‘New Entry Sailors’ shifted to PNS HIMALAYA.
May 06 1971: The first PN Staff Course commenced at PN Staff
College established in the former ABCD School at
PNS KARSAZ.
May 19, 1972: SHANGHAI Class Fast Patrol Crafts PNS MARDAN
and PNS SUKKUR commissioned and inducted in
to PATRON 10.
May 12, 1973: The first of the four Huchwan class Fast Attack
Hydrofoil Craft (HDF01 to HDF04) acquired from
China and inducted in to PATRON 10.
May 21, 1989: The first test-firing of the Exocet AM 39 missile
carried out from a PN Atlantic LRMR.
May 31, 2016: Pakistan Navy conducts Exercise “TAHAFFUZ-ESAHIL’’ to re- validate defence Plans for Karachi
Port Complex and associated infrastructure
against any Maritime terrorist threat.
May 25, 2017: Naval Air Station at Turbat became Operational.
May 14, 2018: PN Recruitment & Selection Centre established at
Muzaffarabad.

T

he Closing Session of Pakistan
Navy’s Major Maritime Exercise
SEASPARK-2022 held at Karachi.
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
graced the session as Chief Guest.
The exercise was conducted in
North Arabian Sea to validate
operational plans designed under
realities of ever-evolving geostrategic environment.
During the session, Deputy
Chief of Naval Staff (Operations)
presented overview of the exercise.
Subsequently, conduct of the
exercise was discussed threadbare
to draw pertinent lessons. Towards
the end, recommendations were
presented to refurbish war plans
and strategies.
Chief of the Naval Staff in his
concluding remarks highlighted
the regional environment that
continues to be infested with
massive competition of interest,
political instabilities and simmering
conflict. The Naval Chief stressed
the evolving character of war
under the Grey Hybrid scenarios
that possess complexity in
understanding enemy’s behavior
and determining response
possibilities. The Admiral also
underscored the Hindutva driven
ideologies as Pakistan’s arch rival
that continues to impinge upon
strategic stability in the region.
Chief of the Naval Staff asserted
that Pakistan Navy is vigilant
to offset enemy’s quantitative
leverages through superior
professionalism, innovative tactics,
perseverance and above all faith
in Allah SWT. He reiterated the
resolve that Pakistan Navy stands
fully prepared to ensure seaward

defence and safeguard national
maritime interest at all costs.
Exercise SEASPARK-22 was aimed
to assess the combat readiness
and operational preparedness of
Pakistan Navy and validate war
plans duly aligned with National
Security Policy and military
strategies while synergizing Naval
Operations with Land and Air
operations in conflict situations.
The exercise also afforded valuable
opportunity to corroborate various
operational concepts and re-align
conceptual thought process in
sync with operations as well as
strategic imperatives.
The session of the exercise was
attended by high ranking officers
from the Services and notable
representatives from various
Ministries.
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NAVAL LENS
INTERNATIONAL
FEATURED NEWS
COMMUNICATION ANTENNA: A KEY
SYSTEM OF MODERN SUBMARINES
Communication is a critical key factor nowadays.
Submarines have always been limited in their
capacity to communicate at depth and speed.

X-SUB buoys are launched from a
submarine at speed and depth by a
standard signal ejector of 3 or 4’’ of. Once
ejected, the X-SUB buoy floats up to
the surface while remaining connected
to the submarine by a fibre-optic link.
At sea surface, the X-SUB buoy starts
communicating as a remote antenna. The
communication is possible as long as the
fibre-optic link is not fully unreeled. Then,
the fibre-optic link breaks and the X-SUB
buoy automatically scuttles.

TURKEY BEGINS
CONSTRUCTION
OF THE 1ST
HISAR CLASS
OPV

Developed as a variant
of the MİLGEM-class
corvettes

The primary missions of the
OPVs to be built are intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance
(ISR), search and rescue (SAR),
counterterrorism, maritime
interdiction operations (MIO),
and maritime special operations.
Other missions include naval air
operations, electronic and acoustic

Courtesy:

www.navalnews.com
www.northropgrumman.com

warfare, land bombardment,
defense against asymmetric
threats, maritime traffic protection,
and support and training for
amphibious operations.
The Hisar-class OPV is being built
using the “fitted but not with”
concept, which allows for the

integration of newly developed
indigenous weapon and sensor
systems. The OPV, which can
accommodate a total of 104
people, will have a range of 4500
nautical miles with its CODELOD
(COmbined Diesel-eLectric Or
Diesel) main propulsion system.
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Nature, The Best Teacher
Engineers of today continue to learn
from nature in many ways. A field has
involved known as “biomimicry” --copying nature. Biomimicry provides
novel engineering concepts and
designs that lead to new products
and processes. For example termites
can maintain constant temperature
and humidity in termite mounds in
Africa in spite of variations of outside
temperatures from 1.5ºC to 40ºC.
Engineers learning from the termites
constructed the Eastgate Centre in
Harare, Zimbabwe which remains
cool without air conditioning and uses
only 10% of the power used by other
conventional buildings of comparable
size. A cane has been developed for
the blind, based on the echo-location
technique used by bats. Velcro was
developed on the basis of hook-like

structures present on the surface of
burs. Hundreds of other products have
been designed, learning from the way
nature has solved various problems in
the course of evolution.
Nature is the greatest master!
Scanner for Vegetable Consumption
Have you eaten your daily requirement
of vegetables? To answer this question
is not easy. It can be achieved by blood
and urine tests or by skin and serum

S

orld of cience

biopsies through which it is possible to
detect tell tale substances. This can be
unpleasant and time consuming. Now
scientists at Yale University and the
University of Utah have developed a
completely non-invasive method that
involves a hand held laser scanner that
will tell you if you have had your daily
quota of vegetables within a minute.
The flexible fiber optic probe is
attached to a unit connected to a
laptop. The probe throws blue laser
light on to the skin of the palm, and
the light that bounces off is analysed
for the presence of carotenoids using
resonance Raman spectroscopy (RRS).
The frequency of the light is detected
so that only carotenoid levels are
detected. This marks the development
of a new procedure that can be
potentially applied to many areas
including diet related obesity and many
metabolic disorders.

Prof. Dr Atta-ur-Rehman

Painless Syringes – Learning from
Mosquitoes!
Ever feel a mosquito bite? Normally
we feel the after effects only when the
mosquito has had its fill of our blood.
This is due the fact that the itching
occurs only after certain bacteria
have been inserted along with an
anticoagulant through our skin. A
Japanese scientist Seiji Aoyagi and
his colleague at Kansai University in
Osaka decided to take a closer look at
mosquitoes and find out what makes
the bites almost painless? As a result
of the study they decided to design a
painless needle based on the design of
a mosquito’s proboscis (the part that it
inserts into our skin when it bites us).
It turns out that the reason the bite
is painless is that the surface of the
proboscis is not smooth but jagged.
When a mosquito inserts its proboscis,
the tiny serrated outer surface first
penetrates the skin with an extremely
small surface area, so that there is
minimum contact with the nerves in
the skin. Once the outer sheath has
penetrated the skin painlessly, then the
inner blood sucking tube is inserted.
A syringe was accordingly designed
which was etched from silicon forming
the outer tube. An inner finer tube was
used for drawing blood. The result is a
remarkably painless needle!
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ANECDOTES
“Running a Taut Ship”
T

he Tempo in each ship is
different and it is the Captain
that sets the pace. On one ship
the mood may be serene and laid
back while the other may be a
tautly run ship, where the crack
of the whip can almost be heard.
That is why they say in the Navy
– “Different ships, different name
tallies.” But even in a taut ship,
the crew can at least breathe
easy once they are in harbor and
Captain Bligh goes home at the
end of the day.

who were married and formally permitted
to live ashore, like the XO and the Chief
Bosun’s Mate. They would pick up their
brown bags and go home, leaving the
rest of the ships’s crew, all inliving, to the
tender mercies of the Captain. Drills and
exercises would be announced at the most
unexpected times in harbor, be it day or
night, and HH would always be there with
a stopwatch in hand.

Rare it is when the crew of a ship is blessed
with a Captain who is a strict disciplinarian
and whose ship is also his home. This
happened once in 1961 when Lieutenant
Commander HH Ahmad, a bachelor, was
given his first command – PNS Tughril,
a Type 16 Antisubmarine Farigate. HH,
as he was fondly known in the Navy, had
only one home – his ship. And he was
determined it would be the best-damned
ship in the Navy.

The first time the piercing action station
alarm was sounded after midnight - which,
once started, had to go on and couldn’t
be switched off for a full thirty seconds
0- it took the other ships nearby, as
indeed most of the dockyard, by complete
surprise. In the otherwise still and silent
night they could all hear the commotion on
board Tughril where HH was letting loose
the dogs of war. They could see her guns
being manned by sailors wearing helmets
and life jackets, and starting to train the
barrels, some at the ships nearby, some
at the sky. These ships would also come
wide-awake, wondering nervously if a war
had started and someone had forgotten to
tell them.

Soon the new Captain was putting the ship
through her paces at sea and the officers
and men were being tested to their limits –
particularly the officers. For HH was a firm
believer of the adage that there are no bad
men, there are only bad officers.
When the exhausted ship would return to
harbor, there where a few fortunate ones

The married men would return to Tughril in
the morning to be greeted by bleary-eyed
shipmates who had hardly slept all night,
and a Captain who was rarin’ to go.
Soon the sounding of action stations on
board Tughril became a recurring nuisance
that had to be tolerated by the other ships
in harbor. But then HH, stopwatch always in

Excerpts from book
‘Bubbles of Water’ by
Rear Admiral Mian Zahir Shah
hand, started adding refinements to his
drills. One night the sleepy quartermaster
of the out board ship was jolted wide
awake to see Tughril raising steam and
actually singling up to put to sea with two
watches, all guns manned menacingly and
the ship completely darkened. That was
when ships started avoiding tying up next
to Tughril in harbor.
HH went by the book. He never missed
taking Captain’s Rounds every Friday.
Captain’s Divisions on every Sunday and
a Mess Night every month. Other ships
started pitying the inliving officers of
Tughril. But as time went by they started
admiring them as experienced and
hardened professionals.
HH’s favorite bedside reading was the
Manual of Seamanship all four volumes.
Woe betide the officer responsible if HH
found a bottle-screw slip that was loose
on the guard-rails, or a rope that was
cheesed down in the wrong direction.
Or if a strand was hanging loose from an
awning. If naval tradition said that the
Captain paces the deck on the starboard
side of the quarterdeck, then HH wouldn’t
be seen dead taking his walk on the port
side.
His inliving officers hated him and loved
him as well. They realized that they and
their ship were the only home and family
the Captain seemed to have. So as family
members they came to the conclusion
that there was only one salvation for all of
them – to get him married off.
Everyone chipped in to become active
matchmakers for their bachelor Captain
who had by then become a Commander.
It was only once they got HH married off
that they were able to get their coveted
sleep at night.

